
By Andy Perkins, Executive Director 
 April 15, 2008 my beautiful granddaughter Zoey 
was born at home in with the help of a certified profes-
sional midwife. Thrilled, I called our Liberian directors, 
Daniel and Victoria Mellish, with the news. They literally 
danced for joy.
 Just 3 days later Daniel and Victoria called me. 
Their own granddaughter, Samelria, was born at home. 
They had money to hire a midwife or nurse but could 
not find one at any price. Labor and delivery seemed to 
go well. Victoria tried repeatedly to clear the tiny in-
fant’s airway but little Samelria died in her devastated 
grandmother’s arms. They had rejoiced with me, 
now I cried with them.
 I was stunned to learn Liberia has the world’s fourth highest infant mortality rate! In memory 
of baby Samelria we started the Birthing Clinic project. Your generosity has brought the clinic to within 
sight of the finish. A local college is starting a new midwife training program and will use our clinic for 
practical training.  These midwives will save thousands of babies throughout the country.
 Will you help save precious babies like Samelria? Your gift in the enclosed envelope 
or on our web site at www.bestwa.org/#donate will make the difference.
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 Kumba lay exhausted on a blanket on the dirt floor of her 
mother’s house in rural Liberia. Her fragile body was engaged in a 
24-hour marathon of hard labor. Kumba had lost her first two babies 
in childbirth. As her contractions intensified, she tried to focus on the 
life inside her instead of the loss in the past, but she was so scared.
 Kumba finally gave birth to a healthy baby girl but began to 
hemorrhage. In a desperate attempt to save Kumba’s life, her family 
bundled her and the baby into a hammock and set off over muddy 
roads to the Government Hospital.
 Three hours later they arrived at the hospital, but it was too 
late. Within the hour she was gone. A trained birth attendant could 
have prevented Kumba’s death.
 We can do better for mothers like Kumba. BESTWA’s birthing 
clinic will help hundreds of area women safely deliver healthy babies. 
The school of midwifery will produce trained birth attendants who 
will save countless mothers and babies deep in the jungle. 

Will you join us in the final push to complete the clinic and 
save lives? 

Give online at www.bestwa.org/#donate 
or use the enclosed envelope.1 in 10 women in Liberia die of 

preventable causes in childbirth.

Zoey Summers
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Now: We are ready for inside plaster, interior paint, and 
tile. $4,300 

Next: Install plumbing fixtures, install light fixtures, win-
dows, drilled well with pumps and water tower, solar power, 
and backup generator. 

Total Needed: $92,870

Then: The Dennis Clinic when the basement level was 
built. It will house the clinic director and BESTWA office.

   What’s happening with the Dennis Clinic?

Now: The Dennis Clinic with walls, window bars, doors, 
outside paint complete. Next: Finishing the interior.

Patience Walker is one of our preschool teach-
ers. BESTWA donors helped her get prenatal 
care when she had complications during her 
pregnancy with baby Bill. They are doing well.

 14-year old Nanu sends her love to 
the BESTWA family.  Your giving changed 
her life! Nanu’s mother is a widow with 
4 children. She earns her living selling 
cassava greens. Before Nanu entered our 
feeding program she dreamed of attending 
school, but had to help her mother in the 
market. Now, thanks to your generosity, 
Nanu’s family has enough to eat. In 2014 
she started school! You can make a child’s 
dream of education come true using the 
enclosed envelope or by giving online 
www.bestwa.org/#donate

      Nanu in 2013 (left) and now (right).

You made Nanu’s dreams come true!

Arielle Jasher was born April 21, 2014 in a 
government hospital with no electricity or 
running water. We can do better for mothers 
and babies.
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