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Bittersweet  
  
My Mom loved to decorate with Bittersweet.  Maybe that’s where I developed my love 

for the color orange.  “Bittersweet” is an interesting name.  How can something be bitter 

and at the same time sweet?  Well, in these few days since I held my dear Cathy in my 

arms as she breathed her last earthly breath, “bittersweet” seems the perfect word. 

  

BITTER 

• Saying an earthly goodbye to my wife of 38 years, who has shared life & ministry 

with me.  In Cathy’s last days, knowing death was near, we remembered our life 

together, we smiled as we talked about our children, grandchildren, churches 

we’ve served, wide circle of friends we’ve been blessed with, travel we’ve 

enjoyed.  God has been so good to us and we’ve enjoyed the ‘journey’ together.’ 

  

• 21 years of health issues!  Beginning with nerve damage in her feet, then 

diabetes, chronic uncontrolled pain, open diabetic foot ulcers, Barrett’s 

Esophagus, bladder cancer, kidney failure and finally congestive heart failure.  

The last five weeks in hospitals, with health issues cascading one upon another. 

  

• The loss of dreams.  Cathy and I dreamed of our future.  Retirement? I looked 

forward to being able to take care of her better. She looked forward to me being 

around more.  Travel.  Family. Ministry opportunities. 

 

SWEET 

• An outpouring of support from Christian friends from near and far! 

• A loving circle of family. 

• Two great children caring for their Dad. 

• Five wonderful grandkids… each amazing in their own way. They make me laugh 

and they make me smile. 

• A Church Family that has been so very loving, caring, supportive. 

• A wife who faced her death with dignity and faith, an abiding love for her Savior 

and for God’s Word, allowing those eyes to look right into yours as she said 

completely truthfully, “I am not afraid.” 

• Medical staff who cared for Cathy so lovingly, and took the time to mention how 

her faith inspired them. 



• Her assurance & mine that, “absent from the body present with the Lord.”   

(2 Corinthians 5:8). The promise of Heaven! 

• Her individually-chosen, carefully planned words of love & faith spoken to each 

child & grandchild as death drew near. 

• The intimate words of love & gratitude spoken between us in her last moments. 

  

What do you notice?  The “sweet” list is much bigger than the “bitter” list!  And that’s my 

lesson from these days.  God’s blessings will always overpower the problems, trials, 

and sorrows we face.  That’s how much He loves us!  Blessed assurance! 

  

“We view our slight, short-lived troubles in the light of eternity. We see our 

difficulties as the substance that produces for us an eternal, weighty glory far 

beyond all comparison….”  2 Corinthians 4:17 TPT 

  

Through bittersweet days… thankful for your love & prayers, and most of all our Faithful 

Lord and His always Faithful Word!     Pastor Larry <>< 

  
 


