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His Name Is Patrick  
  
His name is Patrick.  Patrick Underwood.  He is 53.  He is a black man.  And he was shot to 

death on Friday evening while on duty as a security officer at the Ronald V. Dellums Federal 

Building in Oakland, CA during the riots and protests currently sweeping our cities over the 

death of George Floyd, another black man, at the hands of white police officers. 

  

Patrick was on duty, in a little guard house, just there to make sure the violence happening 

nearby didn’t come to the Federal Building.  A white van pulled up and opened fire leaving 

Patrick dead and another officer severely wounded. 

  

The Floyd death reveals to us that the ugliness of racism in our nation is too often just under the 

surface.  We can deny it, but it is there.  Black persons learn to fear police officers because 

there have been too many similar happenings.  Good officers, who have dedicated their lives to 

service, are too often mistrusted, feared, and hated.  The video of Floyd’s death is hard to 

watch.  No matter what the details of the arrest.  Just wrong.  The officers involved have all 

been fired.  One has been charged with 2nd degree manslaughter, and the other three are now 

being charged with ‘aiding and abetting’ (someone who aids and encourages another to commit 

a crime). 

  

The Underwood death reveals the ugliness of something in our nation that is much deeper.  

Jesus talked about a trend that would happen as the time for His return grows closer.  Sitting on 

the Mt. of Olives Jesus teaches about the End Times.  He tells the Disciples, 

  

“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who 

stands firm to the end will be saved.”  Matthew 24:12-13 NIV 

  

Violence, looting, destruction of property… and murder… can in no way be justified.  One 

terrible happening doesn’t justify another terrible happening.  What’s that thing Momma used to 

say?  “Two wrongs don’t make a right.”  The current violence, looting, destruction, and murder 

doesn’t do anything to change the hearts of those who hold on to racist understandings.  And in 

fact, only causes more suffering, too often among the very folks the protests are meaning to 

help!  If anything, “two wrongs just lead to more wrong.” 

  

So, what is our answer?  I don’t mean to be over simplistic… but the answer really is… Jesus!  

We must tell others about Jesus!  We must live like Jesus!  We must serve like Jesus!  We must 

love like Jesus!  And as Jesus instructed, we must stand firm to the end!  Racism… violence… 

end when Jesus takes charge of a person’s heart! 

  



Be honest with yourself.  If there is racism under the surface of your life that you’ve been 

denying!  Confess!  Repent!  Ask the Lord to help transform your heart! 

  

Be honest with yourself.  If there is an anger streak in you that you’ve been denying!  Hurting 

people with your words or actions?  Confess!  Repent!  Ask the Lord to help transform your 

heart! 

  

Be honest with yourself.  Have you been too silent, too apathetic, too blind, too politically 

correct, too judgmental, too unwilling to forgive, too dismissive of the teachings of God’s Word, 

too shy about faith sharing, too reluctant to love the unlovable, too critical of those different from 

you, too unwilling to lay down your worldly ways and walk in Christ’s way?  Confess! Repent!  

Ask the Lord to help transform your heart! 

  

And today let’s all pray… pray hard…”the fervent prayer of a righteous person is powerful 

and effective.” (James 5:16)  Pray for the Floyd family, pray for the Underwood family, pray for 

police officers, pray for persons of color who feel trapped and in danger.  Pray for all those in 

authority for God’s wisdom & guidance.  If you know a police officer or first responder 

personally… let them know you are praying for them.  If you have friends of different ethnic 

background, today would be a great time to reach out and say, “I care! I may not truly 

understand all you are feeling, but I do care!”  If you know someone who is not walking with 

Jesus… today would be a really great time to touch base and share the love of Christ! 

  

“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have been 

united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes.  There is no 

longer Jew or Gentile,  slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ 

Jesus.”                                                                                                  Galatians 3:26-28 NLT 

  

Remember the children’s song we sang in Sunday School by C.H. Woolston?  “Jesus loves the 

little children, all the children of the world, red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in 

His sight, Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 

  
Praying…   Pastor Larry <>< 
 


