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Yuk!   (Grossness ahead warning!) 
  
It all started on our mission trip in February with Brethren Disaster Ministries in Tampa, Florida.  

We had such a great team that worked so hard and accomplished a great amount of work in our 

week.  We worked, and laughed, and enjoyed the time together.  Wow… that seems like several 

years ago now!  In that moment we never could have imagined what was just ahead for us all! 

  

My trusty old work boots made the trip with me.  And, the hard days of manual labor were both 

invigorating and wore me out!  But at the end of the first day, collapsed on my bunk after my 

shower, I noticed that my great toe on my left foot was quite red and a little sore.  I honestly 

didn’t think much more about it.  By the end of the week, when I would take off my work clothes, 

my toe was sore to touch, and red.  But it didn’t slow me down, and I actually didn’t feel 

discomfort while working. 

  

In the weeks after arriving home the toenail began to darken and the toe remained sore to 

touch.  Eventually the toenail turned completely black and I resigned myself to losing the 

toenail.  Weeks followed weeks and  the soreness eventually went away.  The black nail 

remained.  And then it began to buckle.  Twist.  Distort.  And it was really ugly. 

  

This week… finally the old nail came off.  Gross!  Ugly!  And the dried blood behind it smelling 

horrible!  But guess what?  Underneath all that grossness is a new nail growing.  About half the 

length of the nail bed.  Looks and feels fine. 

  

This pandemic has hit us hard.  It impacts each of us in different ways.  For some the impact 

has been financial… being laid off work, or needing to close a business.  For some it has been 

most impactful from an emotional standpoint… we miss loved ones, we’re frustrated with the 

government regulations, we’re worried about our health, the sense of isolation has triggered a 

sense of despair, loneliness.  For others the impact has been spiritual… not having face-to-face 

church has been devastating!  It has weakened our spiritual journey, prayer life, faith, we’ve felt 

separated from God. 

  

But the Bible promises that when God allows difficult things to impact our lives, He 

will always allow that trial or difficulty ultimately to work for the good of those whose lives are 

committed to Him. 

  

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything.”  James 1:2-4 NIV 

  



“In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 

grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 

faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result 

in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  1 Peter 1:6-7 NIV 

  

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore, I 

will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 

me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”   2 Corinthians 12:8-10 NIV 

  

So, as things s-l-o-w-l-y begin to go back to some semblance of life before COVID (As for me I 

refuse to use the term ‘the new normal’.) As, some of the old damaged ‘nail’ falls away… can 

you see new healthy growth beneath?  How has God used this time of trial to make you more 

self-aware?  To make you trust Him more?  To make you take more responsibility for your 

spiritual life?  Dear ones, if you’ll trust Him fully and be observant,  I know you will see the 

healing hidden underneath the damage! 

  

Shopping for new work boots!  Pastor Larry <>< 

 


