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The Valley of The Shadow of Death 
  
Psalm 23 is beloved by most, memorized by some, and sometimes I’m afraid, so familiar that it 

has lost its power. 

  

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths 

of righteousness for His name's sake.   

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou 

art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in 

the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever.  Psalm 23 KJV 

  

When King David wrote these beloved words, he was undoubtedly remembering his days as a 

shepherd boy near Bethlehem.  The shepherd moved with the flocks.  In the Spring they 

enjoyed the lush green pasture lands in the lowlands near Bethlehem.  “He maketh me to lie 

down in green pastures.”  As the hot Summer progressed the shepherd and his flock migrated 

northward to the “tablelands” the lush plains of Jericho near the Dead Sea, the lowest point on 

earth. “Thou preparest a table before me.”  The pathway north led through valleys and 

canyons.  They could be dangerous with predators and criminals.  The Wadi Kelt is a deep 

canyon near Bethlehem that leads to Jericho and the Jordan River.  The deep twisting path 

through the “wadi” was fraught with danger.  Today the Wadi Kelt is closely monitored by the 

Israeli government because it was a common pathway for suicide bombers from Jericho to 

sneak into Jerusalem.  This is likely David’s route with his sheep.  This is the route Jesus would 

have used in His day traveling between Jerusalem and Jericho, and certainly is the pathway He 

spoke about in His parable of the Good Samaritan.  The twisting, deep, dark, dangerous path 

was indeed, “the valley of the shadow of death.” 

  

But note carefully. The sheep were safe!  Even though the path through the Wadi Kelt was 

scary and dangerous.  “I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they 

comfort me.” 

  

Today’s pandemic quarantine life can feel like “the valley of the shadow of death.”  Scary!  

Fraught with danger!  A virus that is so insidious!  Politicians playing games with a serious 

situation!  Behind the scene maneuvering!  Financial crisis!  Isolation!  Fear!  Loneliness!  

Anxiety!  Yet… Christians… we are in NO DANGER!  We need fear no evil!  For your Lord is 

with you!  Notice that it is only a “shadow” of death.”  A shadow isn’t real.  As the great 



preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892) once said, “The shadow of a dog cannot bite; 

the shadow of a sword cannot kill; the shadow of death cannot destroy us.” 

  

I know these days can cause anxiety for many of us.  But please my dear ones, know that you 

are loved, prayed for, angel kept, and safe in the care of the Great Shepherd… no matter what 

may come! 

  

Loving & missing you, Pastor Larry <>< 

 


