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Jesus In Quarantine 
 
It is Wednesday of the week we call “Holy Week.” On Tuesday Jesus shares harsh words 

with the Jewish leaders in the Temple. He calls them “hypocrites,” “whitewashed tombs,” 

and “snakes.” He leaves the Temple brimming with anger at the way the Jewish leaders 

have mistreated the sacred trust of faith in God and hurt the people. He declares, “Your 

house is left desolate.” (see Matthew 23) He knows that with His departure the very Spirit of 

God that has graced this Temple for centuries in the Holy of Holies, is now gone from there. 

This sacred place within 40 years will be completely destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. 

Today on that Temple Mount stands the blasphemous Dome of the Rock. The Spirit of the 

Lord has departed. Ichabod! 

 

But you don’t talk like that to the Jewish leaders and get away with it! Jesus’ fate is now 

sealed. They WILL execute Him! It is not safe for Him to be seen in public now. A terrible, 

insidious infection of hate is spreading! And, so on Wednesday Jesus is quarantined in the 

home of Mary, Martha & Lazarus in the village of Bethany outside of Jerusalem. The 

Gospels don’t give us a lot of detail about Quarantine Wednesday. Did busy Martha cook 

Jesus His favorite food? Did Lazarus, whom Jesus had recently raised from the dead, talk 

with Jesus about what his experience of death and being brought back to life was like. 

Matthew & Mark’s Gospels record that a nameless woman came and poured expensive 

perfume, as an anointing, on Jesus’ head. The disciples grumbled about the “waste” but 

Jesus commends her and says this was done “to prepare me for my burial.” (see Matthew 

26:6-13).  Was this Martha & Lazarus’ sister Mary? John’s Gospel records a surprisingly 

similar event before Palm Sunday and Mary was the one who anointed Jesus.  Speculation 

doesn’t get us far… then or now. Here’s what we know. On this quiet Wednesday as Jesus 

is quarantined in Bethany, because of a spreading infection of hate, a great act of sacrificial 

love is shared with Him. And it means so much to Him. He knows that tomorrow when He 

goes back to Jerusalem there will be an arrest, a beating, and an execution. 

 

So, from our quarantine to Jesus’ Quarantine Wednesday, let’s each do something loving, 

caring, blessing for our Lord… before we begin our walk with Him to the Upper Room, 

Gethsemane, and Golgotha. But Larry, what can I do for Jesus?? Oh, so much. For when 

we care for others Jesus receives it as care for Him. So, a phone call / post / email to 

someone who is alone or sad or stressed expressing our love & care; or a sacrificial check 

written to some ministry… like our food pantry ministries that are working so hard, or a 

Crisis Pregnancy Center standing for the sacredness of life, or another ministry making a 

difference in these days; a big ‘more-than-expected’ tip of appreciation to that delivery 



person; take someone’s household chore and do it for them in love; read a story to a child; 

play a game with a youngster. Let your imagination roam! And, before you do your 

“anointing… say a prayer to your Lord, “Dear Savior, this is for You!” 

 

“Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me… When she 

poured the perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I tell you the truth, 

wherever this Gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, 

in memory of her.” Matthew 26:10-13 NIV 

 

And my dear ones… we have just fulfilled that prophecy that Jesus made on that 

Quarantine Wednesday!  

 
Holy Week Blessings! Pastor Larry <>< 

 


