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Moving Elephants (Mission Trip Musings #2) 
  
The week of February 16-22 fourteen of us from our Bermudian Church Family + one dear 

friend of our congregation shared in ministry in Tampa, FL with Brethren Disaster Ministries.  I 

had the privilege to work in two of the three homes that our teams worked on during the week.  

One of those homes belonged to “Becky” (not her real name).  Becky’s home was in a rather 

poor neighborhood of Tampa.  The poorly constructed home had originally been a small duplex, 

but had been converted into a single dwelling where Becky operated a small day care out of one 

side of the home.  When Hurricane Irma struck Tampa in September 2017 it blew the roof off 

the little home.  Becky, who has a hoarding issue, told me that she ran around her home trying 

to cover her stuff.  “It was raining in every room!”  Finally, exhausted and exasperated she went 

upstairs to her bedroom and fell on the bed crying & praying.  Then the drywall ceiling collapsed 

on top of her!  Becky whose vibrant faith shines, laughed as she re-told the story to me, “I just 

shook my finger at that old Devil and said, ‘Oh no you don’t!’” 
  

Now 2 ½ years later the house was filled were her storm damaged stuff and lots of storm 

damage to walls, floors and ceilings.  A couple of our Sisters spent most of the first day filling a 

dumpster with “stuff” out of two rooms so we could begin to work.  When they arrived on site on 

day two Becky was in the dumpster taking “stuff” back out.  When you’ve lost everything……… 
  

Becky’s house was a mess.  On the third day when I was on site, I was assigned to cut some 

dry wall patches for various places where the walls were damaged.  On one area where I cut 

out a large piece of damaged drywall, and pulled out wet, black mold covered fiberglass 

insulation … when I had the spot cleaned out and the patch cut nice and square … I sighed 

because you could see daylight through the outside wall because the outside siding was in such 

bad condition! 
  

We ran into a plumbing issue and needed quickly to get to a closet for plumbing access.  But 

the closet was on the side of the house that was still filled with “stuff.”  And right in the way was, 

an elephant!  This thing was huge!  It was mammoth!  It was the size of …well … of a real baby 

elephant.  I tried to move the thing for our men who were scrambling around gathering tools and 

trying to figure out the plumbing issue.  I couldn’t budge the thing!  Elephant indeed!  As I went 

to look for help, I passed Roy Thompson.  I told Roy, “It’s going to take a couple of us to move 

that elephant.”  Roy looked at me and laughed, “I just moved it!”  “How’d you do that?” I 

asked.  “I just picked it up,” Roy told me so matter-of-factly.  Those farm boys!!!!!!!! 
  

There’s a popular Christian myth.  I’m sure you’ve heard it.  I hope you haven’t said it because 

it’s not Biblically true.  The myth goes like this, “God will never let any problem into our life that’s 

more than we can handle!”  Have you heard it?  Sure?  It’s a corruption of a verse in 1 

Corinthians 10:13 that talks about temptation.  Truth is … God will often let problems into our 

lives that are more than we can bear.  And He does this so that we will learn to depend 

absolutely, completely, fully on Him!  It’s a hard lesson for many of us to learn who are so 



independent.  “I can handle it!”  Truth is there are “elephants” that you can’t move.  But God 

can!  I must learn, you must learn, we must learn … to depend not on self, but fully on the One 

who is able to move “elephants!”  Any “elephants” in your life today?  An “elephant” 

relationship?  An “elephant” family issue?  An “elephant” health issue?  An “elephant” financial 

issue?  An “elephant” workplace issue?  I know just the One who can help you move that 

“elephant” … and I don’t mean Brother Roy Thompson!!! 
  

“But You, O Lord, be not far from me! O my Strength, hurry to help me!”  

 Psalm 22:19 NLV 
  

“But the Lord will be the Savior of all who love Him. Even in their time of trouble 

God will live in them as Strength.”     Psalm 37:39 TPT 

  
Leaning on the Lord’s Strength to move my “elephants,” 
Pastor Larry <>< 

 


