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Check the Battery 
  
I’ve always liked tinkering on cars and trucks.  I like to get my hands dirty on a project.   My 

lifetime project of working on my old 1951 Ford pickup to get “her” back on the road may seem 

like a silly impossible “pipe dream” to many … but an hour with my truck blesses me deeply.  

“She” was built when things were easier to work on.  Simple!  Rugged!  In ministry you don’t see 

results quickly.  You are working on “eternity.”  Shaping people’s lives.  The results aren’t 

always clear from the fruit of your ministry.  Sometimes you wonder if you are making any 

difference at all.  But if I replace a part on my truck, or do my own oil change, I can stand back 

and admire a job finished. 
  

I also enjoy the trouble shooting work challenge of a car problem.  Last weekend my sister-in-

law Sharon’s car “died” while my nephew David was in the hospital again.  She had been having 

some “hot start” problems … but this was different.  The car wouldn’t turn over.  Wouldn’t even 

“click.”  Turn the key and silence.  I went to help and went through a whole trouble shooting 

checklist.  But I just couldn’t figure it out.  Then as I sat behind the wheel with a puzzled look on 

my face … I saw it!  The “theft” light on the dashboard was blinking rapidly.  A look at the 

owner’s manual made it clear.  The car’s anti-theft system was keeping the car from starting.  

That night I “bent the ear” of my good friend, and excellent mechanic, Ken Warren, of Warren’s 

Service Center in York.  (Need a great garage – Butch, Phil & Ken can help you out right.)  Ken 

was helpful.  Even sending me some screen shots of the procedures to re-set the anti-theft 

system.  The next day I returned to the hospital parking lot determined to be successful.  I 

followed the procedures … points 1, 2 & 3. Nothing!  I tried it again.  Nothing! 
  

Now I’m frustrated.  Like after a sermon that just doesn’t feel right.  Then I noticed something.  

The ignition key had a notation in the vinyl covering that there was a battery in the key.  

Hmmm?  A quick trip to Advance Auto Parts and replaced the small #1632-disc battery.  Back to 

the car.  Turned the key.  Success!!!!! 
  

This 1½ ton, 150 horsepower machine had been stopped in its tracks by a little 3-volt battery the 

size of a dime!  Boy … there is a lesson there!!!! 
  

Sometimes our lives and our ministries can feel stymied.  Maybe nothing seems to be working.  

Maybe problems seem to be piling up.  Maybe there don’t seem to be any answers.  Been 

there?  I have?  There now?  Listen up! 
  

Check the “battery” … your power source.  You see the real power for faith and life does not 

come from your wisdom, money, possessions, culture … the real power for your life is not 

dependent on everything going smoothly … the real power for your life comes from the Lord 

Jesus Christ! 
  

After His resurrection, and before Christ ascended back to Heaven, He told His disciples, 

  



  

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 NIV 
  

The Apostle Paul declares, 
  

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

the power that is at work within us….”  Ephesians 3:20 NIV 
  

And in the Old Testament the prophet Isaiah promises, 
  

“He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.”  Isaiah 40:29 NIV 
  

Your “battery” is time in the Word!  Your “battery” is time in prayer!  Your “battery” is worship & 

praise!  Your “battery” is serving others in Jesus’ Name!  Dear ones, if life has got you down and 

feeling like you’re defeated … no power … check your “battery!” 
  
Powered Up!  Pastor Larry <>< 

 


