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Roller Coaster Ride 
  
Do you like Roller Coasters?  Every great amusement park has one or more.  Hershey Park is 

introducing their 15th Roller Coaster … Candymonium!  Even Knobel’s Grove, that wonderful 

upstate PA family amusement park, has several including the Phoenix.  My old employer, 

Williams Grove Amusement Park had its Cyclone … abandoned but still standing!  There’s 

something scary yet enticing about riding a Roller Coaster.  People flock to them.  There’s that 

slow crawl upward … clicka de clicka de … up, up, up.  There’s that adrenaline rush down … 

hands raised … screaming … or hands tightly clamped on the bar in front of you.  Then …. up, 

up, up again … clicka de clicka de.  Then the next hill … down!  Nothing like a good coaster! 
  

Life … faith … can be a lot like a Roller Coaster!  Just ask my nephew David.  He had open 

heart by-pass surgery the week before Christmas.  He’s only 34. Since then he has been in and 

out of the hospital numerous times.  Over the weekend he seemed so much better.  He got to 

enjoy some of that 60-degree sunshine on Sunday and was able to be with me for our All-

Church Christmas Dinner on Saturday night.  This week we began a new Bible Study.  Slow 

David.  Steady David.  Dig Deeper David.  Clicka de clicka de.  Slow steady progress.  But then 

yesterday he found himself back in the hospital with significant fluid buildup in his lung. 

 Arrrghh!  Down!  Screaming!  Gripping tightly!  Today after the doctors took the fluid off … not 

pleasant! … he’s back home.  Clicka de clicka de…………… 
  

Maybe you can relate.  Plugging along.  Trying to make ends meet.  Dealing with chronic 

illness.  Job problems.  Relationship problems.  Trying to grow spiritually.  Fighting addiction.  

It’s slow!  Clicka de clicka de clicka de….. 
  

Then out of nowhere it comes!  The crisis.  The fight.  The depression.  The pain.  The 

hospitalization.  The financial crunch.  The diagnosis.  Arrrghh!  Down, down, down, so fast.  

Screaming … for real or emotionally!  Hands in the air as an act of surrender.  Or holding on so 

tight the circulation is cut off.  What a ride.  It’s exhausting! 
  

But let me tell you a little secret.  So important for the Roller Coaster of life & faith!  When that 

Coaster is slowly creeping up the hill … clicka de clicka de…., and when it is rushing down the 

hill with everyone screaming, you never were in any danger of being disconnected from the 

Roller Coaster track.  Scared to death!  Out of breath.  Screaming!  But you were held securely 

by the Coaster’s track mechanism the entire time.  Nothing to worry about.  Nothing to fear.  

And for the believer who has surrendered his/her life to Jesus … nothing can wrench you out of 

your Lord’s grip!  He’s got you!!!  When the bottom falls out … for the 10th time!  When you don’t 

see how you’ll face tomorrow!  He’s got you.  He’s never far from you.  So, let out a good 

scream and enjoy the ride!  Throw your hands up in surrender, or cling … clamp … hang on for 

dear life.  He’s got you.  And tomorrow?  Clicka de clicka de…….  Slow and steady we’ll climb 

again knowing He’ll never let go!  You can count on it! 



  
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
                                                                                                                                                 Romans 8:34-35 NIV 
 

Hang on David!  He’s got you! 

And to all the rest of us too!  Hang on!  He’s got you! 

And for real … nothing can separate us from the love of Christ! 

Hanging on!  (as David refers to me) Uncle Pastor Larry <>< 

 

 


