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“…and a little child shall lead them.”  Isaiah 11:6 KJV 
  

A Christmas Eve Lesson From Natalie 
  
It was Christmas Eve and people were gathering for Bermudian Church of the Brethren’s 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship.  This would be the first of three!  This one here at 

Bermudian at 5:00 pm and then the 7:00 pm & 10:00 pm at our old restored Altland Meeting 

House.  Altogether we ministered to about 360 people on that blessed evening! 
  

Oh, how I love Christmas Eve worship!  The lights were dim and the candles flickered.  This 

service at the Bermudian Church is focused for folks who can’t handle some of the limitations 

that the Altland Meeting House places on us, for families, and just for those who like the earlier 

time.  Part of this service is me sharing a Christmas story with the children by the Christmas 

tree.  I love it!  I read them the story “Goodnight Manger” by Laura Sassi.  This wonderful story, 

beautifully illustrated, portrays a little wilder image than our traditional “all is calm” portrayal!  As 

the children gathered, here comes my Natalie girl!  I was so happy; I hadn’t seen my son John 

and family come in.  Natalie is 5 and she is her Pap’s special girl.  Wide eyed like all the 

children, they listened to the story and looked at the pictures.  It was a blessed moment. 
  

At the end of the service, after exchanging hugs with John and family and “see you tomorrow,” I 

was off to Altland Meeting House.  But John and his family was off to a Christmas Eve party at 

the home of Uncle Pete, Erica’s uncle.  Uncle Pete is a committed Christian and Christmas Eve 

at their house is special.  But Pete noticed among all the frivolity of their guests that Natalie was 

a little somber.  He took my dear granddaughter aside and asked what was wrong?  She told 

him that she was “very sad.”  He asked the wee girl why she was sad?  Natalie began to 

recount the prayer concerns that I had shared at prayer time at the Christmas Eve service.  Now 

remember, Natalie doesn’t know any of these persons personally … hasn’t ever met most of 

them … but she began to share with uncle Pete in great detail; “well, Warren fell on the ice and 

hurt himself real bad, he is in the hospital; and Gloria had a fall too, and she’s in the hospital;  

and….”  On and on she went … recalling my entire prayer list in detail … by name.  Feeling the 

pain of each soul! 
  

Uncle Pete went to John and said, “I’m so sorry about all your family members’ problems.”  John 

was confused, until he got the story from Uncle Pete.  Natalie had listened carefully and intently 

to Pap’s prayer concerns, she was feeling genuine compassion for folks she didn’t know, who 

were facing difficulties at Christmas.  Oh my dear, dear Natalie! 
  

So often as we rush through life, we’ll hear of someone’s problems and maybe say quickly, “I’ll 

pray for you.”  And then … too often … they never cross our minds again.  We hear the 

concerns before prayer in worship.  We read the prayer list here with Wednesday’s Word.  Do 

these needs touch our heart?  Do we carry these dear ones to Jesus? 



Natalie convicts and challenges us.  If we say we will pray … then by all means pray!  And when 

we hear of someone who needs the Lord’s touch … by all means let us feel that need with our 

hearts and use the blessed gift of intercessory prayer that we have … to make a difference. 
  
“…tremendous power is released through the passionate, heartfelt prayer of a godly 
believer!”   
                   James 5:16 TPT 

 
  

Thank you dear Natalie for this powerful reminder!  Your Pap loves you! 
Pastor Larry <>< 

 


