
Bermudian Church of the Brethren 

WEDNESDAY’s WORD – a midweek thought from Pastor Larry M. Dentler 
to share a word of inspiration … encouragement … challenge … a smile … in the middle of your week 

December 11 in the year of our Lord 2019   SECOND Week of Advent     #815 
  

God With Us 
  
Joseph leaned back against the saw horse and brushed the saw dust from his apron.  He 

looked across his workshop to his son, Jesus, who was intently focused on the final work of a 

table they had been building today.  So much about the memories of Jesus’ birth filled Joseph’s 

mind so often, but nothing rattled in the carpenter’s head quite like the angel’s words that Jesus 

would be “Immanuel – God with us.”  This growing boy, loving son, his pride and joy – could 

he really, really be … God? 

  

Oh boy Joseph, can we relate!  It’s hard for us to acknowledge “God with us” too!  We come to 

worship bored, or apathetic, or reluctant, or worse.  We come like it is primarily a social event 

where we’ve come to be with our friends and see if we’ll “get anything out of” the sermon today!  

Heaven help us!  Worship is our appointment with the Divine God of the universe!  Our invitation 

to the Throne Room of Heaven!  Jesus has promised to meet us here!  The Lord has promised 

to be literally present in the midst of our praise & worship!  (See Psalm 22:3) God with us! 
  

Or we sit in a church meeting “steaming” as our Brother or Sister expounds on a point of view 

completely different from ours … and in so doing miss the “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 (Colossians 1:27)  God with us! 
  

Or we rush through the season of Advent & Christmas, stressed to the max, running at break 

neck speed emotionally and physically from one activity to the next, only to get to the week 

following Christmas and realize that we’ve missed – God with us! 
  

The promise of Immanuel makes each day holy!  It makes every encounter with another person 

an opportunity for blessing.  And it makes every opportunity for worship – private, family and/or 

corporate – potentially life changing!  And it’s what makes Christmas – CHRISTmas! 
  

God IS with us!  He doesn’t play “hide & seek” or “hard to get” with His children.  He draws near 

to those who draw near to Him! (See James 4:8)   He is close by and in this Holy Season He 

desires for this to be a time when His “withness” becomes very real to you! 

  
“Christ Our Lord Is With Us Now” (sung to the tune of ‘Christ The Lord Is Risen Today’) 
  
Christ our Lord is with us now, Al-le-lu-ia! 

Just before His throne we bow, Al-le-lu-ia! 

This great “withness” changes all, Al-le-lu-ia! 

Know His love and hear His call, Al-le-lu-ia! 

  

Words by Pastor Larry, 1991 

  



“The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will give call Him, 
Immanuel – which means, ‘God with us.’”   Matthew 1:23 NIV 

  
Immanuel!  Help me to know that God is with me! 
Pastor Larry <>< 

  
This devotion was adapted from Pastor Larry’s writing in the devotional booklet, “Angel Wings & 
Christmas Things – Letting The Miracle of Christmas Happen Again” published by Bermudian 
Church of the Brethren & Lake View Christian fellowship in 1997. 

 


