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WEDNESDAY’s WORD – a midweek thought from Pastor Larry M. Dentler 
to share a word of inspiration … encouragement … challenge … a smile … in the middle of your week 

December 4 in the year of our Lord 2019   First Week of Advent     #814 
  

Away In A Manger 
  
Our Advent theme this year is “Away In A Manger” taken, of course, from the beloved 

Carol. During the season of Advent I always like to take some time to read some Advent 

devotionals from the past.  I have a cherished collection of Advent devotionals that we have 

published as a Church Family years ago.  This year as I did this I was moved by some of the 

wonderful writing from some dear ones who are no longer with us.  I’d like to share some work 

from these saints for your Advent reflection. 

 

In 1994, many of our Bermudian Brothers and Sisters contributed to our Church Family Advent 

Booklet titled, “A Christmas of More!”  The theme for the fourth week of Advent in our series 

was, “More Than A Manger” and was taken from a cantata that our choir was preparing that 

year.  I wrote a little prayer for that Advent series, 

  

“O Lord let it be a Christmas of more!  NOT more rush, BUT more hush, 

NOT more presents, BUT more Presence.  Not more to do, BUT more of You!” 

 

One of these saints I remember is Sister Suzy Harlacker, who contributed a devotional for our 

Advent Booklet.  She wrote this reflection for Wednesday, December 21st, as part of the fourth 

week’s theme, “More Than A Manger.” 

 
  

Suzy went home to be with the Lord in April 2013.  For many years Suzy served our Church 

Family in many ways.  She was Sunday School Superintendent for numerous years, and laid 

the foundation as VBS Director for the amazing VBS ministry Bermudian has today.  In 1994 

she had these thoughts about the manger of our Lord. 

  

“And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and 

laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”   Luke 2:7 KJV 

  

“Take a close look at the manger.  Is there a nice soft mattress there?  Does it have clean 

sheets or a warm blanket?  Is it a comfortable bed in a clean hospital nursery?  Or is it even in a 

nice cozy house? 

  

Think about it.  Jesus didn’t come to earth to be comfortable, clean, safe or cozy.  He came to 

suffer and die because of our sins.  He came to be our “Bread of Life.”  His mission was to feed 

our souls with His Father’s love.  The manger, His first bed, was a symbol of what He would be. 

  

Look again at the manger.  What was it usually used for?  It held hay, feed for sheep and cattle.  

It was the animals’ feed trough, their ‘bread basket.’ 



  

Baby Jesus, the Bread of Life was lying there.  It really is ‘More Than A Manger.’” 

  

Prayer: Lord help us all to take a closer look at the manger and to know what it really 

means.  Amen. 

  
Thank you dear Sister Suzy!  We miss you! 
Considering the manger!   Pastor Larry <>< 

 


