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Harvest Home 
  
This Sunday is Harvest Home Sunday at Bermudian Church of the Brethren. We have a 

wonderful old antique red wooden wheelbarrow that has been around the church for a  l-o-n-g 

time.  We will fill it to overflowing with food that will be shared with our two local food pantries, 

New Hope Ministries’ Dover Center & the Abbottstown/East Berlin Food Pantry.  We generally 

celebrate Harvest Home the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  But where does that name come 

from? 
  

The origins of Harvest Home go back to England.  It’s a celebration of the conclusion of the 

Harvest season.  In England it is also referred to as Ingathering.  For a rural farm community 

church like Bermudian, Harvest Home feels a perfect fit!  Our farm families have been busy 

using every minute of daylight and sometimes by night with well-lit machinery, bringing in the 

harvest.  And while the gifts we bring aren’t straight from the combine, they are a celebration of 

a bountiful harvest.  We worship the “Lord of the Harvest” – that’s one of our Lord Jesus’ titles – 

see Matthew 9:38. 
  

We always sing the old hymn of Harvest Home, “Come Ye Thankful People Come.”  The hymn 

was penned by Henry Alford (1810-1871).  He was a brilliant prodigy.  At age 6 he wrote a 

respected biography of Paul.  At age 10 a widely circulated pamphlet about Christ.  He is most 

famous for his scholarly works such as his Greek New Testament still widely used by scholars 

today.  But as a pastor in a little farming village of Wymeswold he wrote our beloved hymn of 

Harvest Home. 
  

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, Raise the song of Harvest Home; All is safely gathered in, 

Ere the winter storms begin; God our Maker doth provide, For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, Raise the song of Harvest Home. 

  

2. All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield; Wheat and tares together 

sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown; First the blade, and then the ear, Then the full corn shall 

appear: Lord of Harvest, grant that we, Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

  

3. For the Lord our God shall come, And shall take His harvest home; From His field shall in 

that day, All offenses purge away; Give His angels charge at last, In the fire the tares to cast; 

But the fruitful ears to store In His garner evermore. 

  



4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, Bring Thy final Harvest Home; Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin, There, forever purified, In Thy garner to abide; Come, with 

all Thine angels come, Raise the glorious Harvest Home. 

  

Verse one is so practical.  It is celebrating the end of the hard, physical work of harvest.  I 

always tease our Bermudian farmers to be sure and not lie to God!  “If you can’t sing honestly, 

‘all is safely gathered in,’ just be quiet as we sing that verse!”  The Lord is our Provider!  We 

worship and thank Him! 
  

But the next three verses begin to spiritualize in a beautiful way the imagery of harvest.  Verse 

two affirms that the whole earth is like God’s farm field. And as Jesus taught, the “good grain” 

(Christ followers), and the “tares” or “weeds” grow together in the world.  The verse ends with a 

prayer that we may be “wholesome grain” for the Lord! 
  

Verse three looks forward to Christ’s return.  Do you?  In that day which will be deep tragedy for 

those who have rejected Christ, and great joy for those who have received Christ, there will be a 

separating of “good grain” and “weeds.”  The “weeds” the Bible teaches will be thrown into the 

fire of eternal punishment.  This isn’t popular … politically correct … thinking in our culture 

today.  But it is without debate what the Bible teaches!  The “fruitful ears” (those of us who have 

received Christ as Savior, who have lived obedient, fruitful lives) will find our place in His 

“garner” (grain bin – think TAM Systems on a Godly scale!) for eternity … our Heavenly Home! 
  

Verse four ends as a prayer for the Lord to “quickly come” and usher in this great spiritual 

Harvest Home! 
  

I do hope that you’ll join us at Bermudian as we sing this wonderful old hymn this Sunday and 

help us fill the wheelbarrow with our bountiful harvest.  Or if you read WEDNESDAY’s 

WORD from afar that perhaps your churches will sing it.  Or sing it for your daily private or 

family devotions.  Come, all ye thankful people … come!  Let us raise the song of Harvest 

Home! 

  

“You give the year a good harvest, and you load the wagons with many crops.”   

Psalm 65:11 NCV 

 
Pastor Larry <>< 
 


