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beginnings & endings 
  
You know I’m a fan of auto racing, especially NASCAR.  But sprint cars, late models, go-karts 

… if it’s racing I enjoy it.  My Sunday “NASCAR Nap” is a cherished part of my routine.  Every 

race has a beginning and an end.  At the beginning every car is shiny and new and every driver 

has a hope for a victory today.  At the end one driver is elated with victory and well … as 

someone has famously said … “second place is just the first loser.”  At the end the cars are 

marred with the scars of the battle.  There are tire marks on the sides of the cars from rubbing 

against one another.  Some are held together with “Bear Bond” … sometimes referred to as 

“200 mile per hour tape” … a special racers kind of duct tape that can withstand the rigors of 

auto racing after a car has been damaged.  Beginnings & endings. 

  

It’s been a week of beginnings & endings here at Bermudian.  On Sunday we welcomed 8 new 

sisters & brothers into our Church Family, including baptizing four in the chilly waters of the 

Bermudian Creek.  Beginnings!  I had such a good time with this Membership Class of all young 

people.  So eager.  So funny.  Such deep questions.  New exploration of faith in Christ taken 

very seriously.  Here’s Anne, homeschooled tennis star!  Baptized last year at Creation Festival 

with 200 others!  Today reaffirming her vows.  Here’s Landon, broad shouldered Bermudian 

Springs Eagle football player.  Here’s Evan, a homeschooled fencing student, following baptism 

reading Scripture at Sunday evening’s Love Feast.  Here’s Madden.  Our miracle boy.  We 

remember the terrible health problems he faced as a young child … now enthusiastic about life, 

Bermudian Springs football, scouting & faith!  Here’s Abby, in her cowgirl boots, with a smile 

that lights up the room, Big Spring field hockey player, with her father beside me in the Creek to 

baptize her.  Beginnings! 

  

Yesterday was the funeral service for Walt Rimmer.  Ending.  Walt’s 74 years were marred by 

significant health issues including losing an eye, multiple surgeries, and for the last 20 years 

battling leukemia.  He loved life, loved his Lord, and loved our Church.  Thru it all he had done 

well and achieved wealth.  But he loved to share with others.  He understood the frailty of this 

world’s possessions.  He was a giver.  And surrounded by his family, he expressed his 

readiness to depart this life to be with his Lord.  Ending. 

  

Saturday we’ll celebrate Helen Eichelberger’s life.  Helen was born just a few miles from our 

church and never lived anywhere else or attended church anywhere else.  She was Bermudian 

through and through.  Loved her Lord.  Loved her Church Family.  Even with declining health & 

abilities she continued to serve as she was able, crocheting prayer shawls for that ministry.  She 

never married and though she faced significant health issues she was fiercely independent. 

Giving up her car and home were so difficult.  When Pastor Georgia & I anointed her shortly 

before her death she was at perfect peace.  Ready to be done with this difficulty and to be with 

her Lord.  Ending. 



   

Beginnings & endings.  Such a joy and honor to walk with folks through these. 

  

Life is full of beginnings & endings.  Exciting moments of new adventures.  A new job, a 

marriage, new babies, a new home, a new ministry.  And the Lord promises to be with us in the 

newness & uncertainty of those beginning! 

  

“I am doing something brand new, something unheard of. Even now it sprouts and 

grows and matures. Don’t you perceive it?”     Isaiah 43:19 TPT 

  

And the endings.  A broken relationship.  A job termination.  A life changing health condition.  A 

ministry ends.  Ultimately death.  And the Lord promises to be with us as we come to these 

endings often with grief & sadness. 

  

“…God Himself is right alongside to keep you steady and on track until things are all 

wrapped up….”  1 Corinthians 1:8 Message 

  

In our Church Family there are some new beginnings rumbling.  The search for a new Associate 

Pastor of Youth & Young Adults.  A proposal for a revamped worship schedule & Christian 

Education format.  And there are always some endings.  Persons finish up terms of service.  

Friends move away or changing churches.  Ministries draw to conclusion.  We share tears as 

we celebrate the life of one who has died. 

  

And through it all … Jesus is the constant! 

  

In my own life … some new beginnings … I walk forward with some nervousness.  Some 

endings … I grieve what is changing. 

  

And through it all … Jesus is the constant! 

  

Beginnings & endings. 

  

And in your life?  No doubt there are for you new beginnings to celebrate, to embrace, to boldly 

step into.  No doubts for you there are some endings.  To grieve, to conclude, to celebrate. 

  

And through it all … Jesus is the constant! 

  

Green flag!  Checkered flag!  Beginnings & endings!  Jesus with me.  Jesus with you.  Jesus 

with us.  All the way!   Pastor Larry <>< 

  

“This is the only race worth running. I’ve run hard right to the finish, believed all the 

way.”  2 Timothy 4:7 The Message 


