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Provision 

  
Last week I had the privilege of preaching for two revival messages (Thursday & Friday) with 

the good brothers and sisters of the West Marva District of the Church of the Brethren.  We 

were in the beautiful mountains of West Virginia at their District camp, Camp Galilee.  The area 

is just stunningly beautiful!  God’s handiwork! 

  

District leadership had asked me to speak on Biblical authority, a favorite topic of mine … a 

passion!  My overall theme was, “What is truth? – living as people of the Bible in a time of 

truth denial.”  On Thursday evening my message was from John 18 and Jesus’ interchange 

with Pilate right before His execution.  When Jesus said, “Everyone on the side of truth 

listens to me,” Pilate famously answers, “What is truth?”  It was a powerful question then … 

and now.  On Friday evening my message was from Psalm 119 and we looked at why we can 

trust the Bible as truth, and at some of the popular questions about the Bible’s trustworthiness 

like, “How do we know the Bible is true?”  It was a good time gathered around God’s Word and 

some very important questions. 

  

The thing the West Marva folks didn’t tell me was that they were planning to change from 

summer to fall in the midst of my brief time with them!  Thursday afternoon when we arrived in 

was 92 degrees and hot!  That evening at the camp was a perfect warm summer evening.  

Friday morning I awoke to 56 degrees and a cold drizzle.  I went for my morning walk in the rain 

sure that it would warm up as the day went on.  It didn’t.  As evening approached the 

temperature was still in the 50s.  The drizzle continued.  And I knew that up in the mountains 

that evening it was going to be downright cold!  The problem was, because we were just going 

to be there for the two days I had packed very light.  I didn’t have a sweater, jacket or even a 

sport coat along.  Late in the afternoon I wrestled with what to do … then I noticed it.  Right 

across the street from our little motel was a Goodwill Store.  I decided to take a look.  I looked at 

sweaters.  No luck.  I looked at light jackets.  No luck.  When I went to their suit coat rack I found 

that many of the coats were sized wrong.  Many marked ‘XL’ were just way too small, obviously 

not ‘XL.’   I kept looking into the smaller sizes.  Maybe there would be a larger coat there 

mislabeled.  A half hour later I walked out with a very nice $7 gray sport coat that fit perfectly.  

And labeled ‘M.’   I was kind of proud of my ingenuity! 

  

But the more I thought about it … the more I realized that I needed to give credit where credit 

was due.  Thank You Lord for your gracious provision.  That evening I preached about how 

surely we can trust God because of the provision He has provided in His unfailing Word.  I was 

very comfortable in my $7 coat! 

  

Do you understand?  Do you celebrate?  Do you believe?  The Lord is our Provider!  Do you 

have a roof over your head?  Food on your table?  A $7 coat to cover you from the chill?  A job 



to earn a living and the skills to do that job?  Can you see the beauty of creation?  Can you hear 

the birds sing?  Can you taste the wonder of late summer garden goodness?  Do you have a 

family to share love with?  A Church Family to share love & ministry with?  Do you have a Bible 

warm with God’s breath?  Do you have a Savior that died on the old rugged cross for your sin?  

Do you have an assurance that when this earthly life is over Heaven awaits.  The Lord is our 

Provider! 

  

One of the wonderful compound names of the Old Testament for our Lord is “Yahweh-

Yireh” (sometimes seen incorrectly as “Jehovah-Jireh”).  It is a name Abraham gave to God. 

You know the agonizing story.  God had directed Abraham to take his beloved long awaited 

son, Isaac, into the mountains and there offer him as a sacrifice.  What?  What kind of God are 

You?  But Abraham & Isaac set off.  We can only imagine how heavy every footstep was for 

Abraham. 

  

Young Isaac is no dummy.  He asks his father “where is the animal for the sacrifice?” 

  

“The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”   
                    Genesis 22:7 NIV  

  

And Abraham’s response to his son’s question is fascinating!  Literally in the Hebrew he 

responds, 

  

“God, He will provide for Himself the lamb.”  Genesis 22:8 TCBL-OTSB 

  

And you remember the wonderful conclusion.  Abraham binds Isaac and with knife in hand is 

ready to obey God in the unthinkable demand.  The Lord’s angel stops Abraham and points to a 

ram caught in a nearby thicket. After sacrificing the ram and praising God, Abraham names the 

place, 

  

“So Abraham called that place, Yahweh-Yireh” Genesis 22:14 

  

Yahweh-Yireh means ‘the Lord provides!’   Centuries later … on this very same mountain!  God 

would provide Himself, as the Lamb … and Jesus, the Lamb of God, would die for our sins.  The 

Lord provides!  Indeed! 

  

And so dear friends, whether a $7 coat from Goodwill… the food on your supper table tonight … 

or the loving Savior who died so that your sin could be washed clean… know for sure … 

celebrate with joy … tell your world … the Lord provides! 

  

The Lord is my Provider!   Pastor Larry <>< 

 


