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It’s OK 

  
It was great during Vacation Bible School last week here at Bermudian to have my three youngest 

grandchildren in the Church all at one time.  That doesn’t happen often!  Jericho (10), Natalie (5) and 

Jaxsen (19 months) were all here … Pap’s glory!  Lap full!  Natalie especially was so excited to be at 

“Pap’s Church.”  She had a bit of trouble sitting still with her class during the opening & closing each 

night because she knew I was seated in the back.  She’d run back & forth to me.  Those sparkling 

eyes!  That amazing smile! Oh how this dear child warms Pap’s heart! 

  

At one point one of her teachers (sometimes we refer to them as “herders” 

for our VBS because their main job is to ‘herd’ the children from one activity to the next) stopped 

Natalie and told her that she couldn’t be running back & forth.  Very matter-of-factly Natalie raised 

her little hand and said, “Oh it’s OK, my Pap is the pastor here!”  And off she went to find me, leaving 

the herder a bit startled.  Her parents John & Erica, and everyone who has heard this story, thinks it 

is so funny.  I kind of blushed.  I’ve spent most of my ministry career trying to downplay any sense of 

pastor privilege. 

  

But there is some “warm fuzziness” for me in the thought of my Natalie’s complete trust & assurance 

that in “Pap’s Church” she is safe, and blessed, and free.  “It’s OK!” she said “My Pap is the pastor 

here.”  Indeed.  My prayer is that this absolute trust and safety will transition eventually for her from 

Pap to Jesus! 

  

I wonder if we all have that same assurance with the Lord as our Savior, our Redeemer, our 

Protector.  Heaven knows our world is not a safe place.  The tragedies in these past days in 

California, Texas and Ohio reinforce that we have some problems in our nation that we are not 

willing to address.  Oh we are willing to play politics with the tragedies.  But I hear no willingness to 

address the real issues.  I grieve for the families who have lost love ones, I hold the communities 

impacted before the Lord, I renounce the political games & rhetoric we are so quick to play!  I 

commit my life to be a servant peacemaker for Christ.  I am confident that Jesus is with me.  This 

“house” of my mind & life is His!  It’s OK!     

  

The Bible is very clear that our enemy, Satan, would like to devour us.  And since he has been 

allowed to be the Prince of this domain, it shouldn’t surprise us that some horrific and frightening 

things can happen here.  Where he reigns … in hearts … in lives … in communities … in rhetoric … 

in nations … evil will reign.  But don’t despair for we have a Savior who has already defeated the old 

foe.  Our Lord’s Holy Spirit inhabits these frail temples of our bodies when we confess our sin, 

accept Christ as Savior, and open our hearts to His leadership.  The enemy has NO dominion over 

this “house!”  So like a Natalie we can be clear and confident, and if the enemy tries to get after us 

we can raise a hand and say “It’s OK, my Lord is in control here! “  Indeed!  And the clear promise is 

that the enemy will flee at that truth! 
  



“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, 

looking for someone to devour.” 

                                                                                                                                                   1 Peter 5:8 NLT 
  

“So let God work His will in you. Yell a loud ‘no’ to the Devil and watch him scamper. 

Say a quiet ‘yes’ to God and He’ll be there in no time.”  James 4:7-8 The Message 
  

Do you have that assurance?  I pray you do! 
  
“It’s OK!”  Pastor Larry <>< 
 


