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Buffet 

  
I don’t eat at smorgasbords or buffets nearly as much as I used to.  Since going on my journey 

to lose some weight and get healthier two years ago, buffets are one of the things I try to limit.  

Why?  Because I eat too much when I go to one.  And I tend to eat the wrong things.  Cathy will 

spend all her time at the salad bar looking for good greens, cottage cheese, veggies & fruit.  

Larry will enjoy four different kinds of meat and two kinds of potatoes, and maybe a dinner roll 

and some corn bread as well.  The salad bar is there … but I’ll seldom go there … “Where is 

that carving station?”  And, “Oh look!  A fresh batch of French fries!”  

  

A cartoon recently from my artist friend Pastor David Weiss (our Revival 2018 speaker), sure 

got me thinking about how we do the same thing with God’s Word, the Bible.  We pick & choose 

which Scripture we want to focus on. 

  

I see it happening among those with a more liberal/progressive theology. 

  

But, I see it happening as well among those of us with a more conservative / evangelical 

theology. 

  

I see it happening in large congregations and independent churches. 

  

But I see it happening in small congregations like our own. 

  

I see it happening it many denominations. 

  

But, I see it happening as well in the Church of the Brethren that I love. 

  

I see it happening with some of the very popular ‘big name’ preachers. 

  

But I find it happening with this ‘no name’ old preacher too. 

  

It’s something, that in our fallen nature, we can ‘fall’ into quite easily.  If a particular Scripture 

doesn’t seem to “fit’ right, or we simply don’t like what it says … we’ll just conveniently ignore it.  

If another really connects with us … well, with a hearty ‘Amen!’ we’ll shout it from the rooftops!  

It’s a dangerous trap to fall into. 

  

Part of the incredible genius of those first 8 who entered the chilly waters of the Eder River in 

Germany in August 1708 as the beginnings of the Brethren movement was a deep commitment 

to simply follow what the Bible said, what ALL the Bible said.  They were not Red Letter 

believers … only paying attention to the words of Christ … they were Bible believers.  If God’s 



Word said ‘do this’ they were committed to doing it.  If God’s Word said ‘don’t do that’ they were 

committed to refraining from that.  It’s not easy.  It wasn’t for them … it isn’t for us. 

  

But when we treat the Bible as a buffet … pick & choose … we are in a dangerous place of 

accepting things God says are dangerous & wrong for His people; and omitting things that God 

says are absolutely mandatory for God’s children. 

  

The Bible refers to this as “the full counsel of God” (Acts 20:27 KJV) [“whole 

plan” CSB; “complete will” Phillips; “whole purpose” NASB, NRSV; “whole purpose and 

plan”AMP].  God’s will & way for us … His full counsel … doesn’t change with the latest Bible 

teacher’s “new insight.”  It doesn’t change with the laws a society passes.  It doesn’t change 

with our heart inclinations.  It doesn’t change with what “I wish” would be the truth.  It doesn’t 

change because a gathering of sinful humans ‘decide’ on a new position.  God’s “full counsel” 

includes understanding the Bible truth about God’s wrath & God’s grace.  About freedom and 

God’s commands.  About diversity in the Kingdom & unity of heart and mind.  When we commit 

to God’s “full counsel” we open ourselves up to His blessing, grace and power for ministry.  

When we go to the Bible as buffet we open ourselves up to sin and defeat. 

  

Today, can we renew our commitments to being a people committed to “the full counsel of 

God”?  Its hard work … let’s work at it together … and be blessed … as we bless our Great God 

and cherish His perfect Word! 

  

“The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart from generation to 

generation.”  Psalm 33:11 NASB 

  

“For I have not refrained from declaring unto you the full counsel of God.”   Acts 20:27 KJV 

  

Saving the buffet (and my selective enjoyment of it) for that really special celebration … And 

striving to live the full counsel of God’s Word every day…  Pastor Larry <>< 

 


