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Ebenezer 

  
My father grew up on a farm in Juniata County.  Some of Dad’s family attended a little United Methodist 

Church named “Ebenezer.”  It is a pretty little rural white-sided one room meeting house.  Originally it 

didn’t even have a basement, but one dedicated member took on the challenge to dig out a basement.  

Shovel by shovel he did just that until the little church could finish a fellowship room in the basement.  

Over the years I attended a number of family celebrations … birthday parties, funeral receptions, 

anniversary parties … there in that small basement.  And I even had the privilege to preach there. 

Ebenezer. 
  

The name “Ebenezer” is familiar to us in the name of the familiar star of Charles Dickens’ classic tale, A 

Christmas Carol.  Ebenezer Scrooge kind of ruined the name “Ebenezer.” Miserly!  Mean!  But the name 

“Ebenezer” is from the Bible, and is not negative at all but so positive. 
  

In 1 Samuel 7 … in the days of Judges in Israel’s history, the nation was experiencing a time of revival 

under the leadership of Judge Samuel.  Under his leading the nation of Israel repents, does away with 

their idols, and turns their hearts back to God.  Samuel led the Israelites in a time of worship & sacrifice.  

While they were in the midst of worship the Philistines attacked.  In the battle that followed God 

interceded for them and gave the Israelites a supernatural victory.  Samuel set up a stone to help them 

remember that amazing victory.  He called the stone “Ebenezer,” which means “stone of help.” 
  
 “
Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it 

‘Ebenezer,’
 
saying, ‘Thus far the Lord has helped us.’” 

                                                                                                                                              1 Samuel 7:12 NIV 
  

Today Cathy & I celebrate our 37
th
 anniversary and I’d like to make this issue of WEDNESDAY’s 

WORD our Ebenezer stone.  What an amazing journey it has been!  Cathy has been a wonderful partner 

in life & ministry.  A great pastor’s wife, mother and now grandmother.  The journey hasn’t always been 

easy.  Cathy’s health problems have been enormous.  And now we find ourselves at a time of preparing 

for the next chapter of our lives together.  What will these next years look like?  What challenges lie 

before us?  What blessings?  Honestly, I don’t know.  But one thing I do know … absolutely … for sure … 

“thus far the Lord has helped us.”  And here I set our Ebenezer stone.  The Lord has helped, has been 

faithful, and I know with certainty He will help for the journey ahead! 
  

Do you need to set up an Ebenezer stone today?  Do you need to be reminded how God has helped you 

in the past?  Did the Lord help you defeat some ‘giant’ adversary?  Overcome an addiction?  Survive a 

health crisis?  Resolve some brokenness?  Live through a terrible loss?  Have success in work, or at 

ministry?  Raise your family?  Do you need to claim your certainty that He will help you in the days 

ahead?  Maybe you need to literally bring a stone into your home.  From your garden or home property.  

From a favorite hiking trail.  From the mountain or beach.  From the Church property.  Give it a place by 

your Bible.  A place near where you have daily devotions.  Let this stone be a stone of remembrance.  

Your Ebenezer.  And if your journey has some uncertainty.  If your life has some struggle.  If change is in 

the wind.  If frustration or anxiety fights against you.  Remember for sure!  “Thus far the Lord has helped 



us.”  And there is absolutely no reason not to expect His help for tomorrow and the next day and the 

next!  Ebenezer! 
  

The ancient hymn, “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” by Robert Robinson originally had an 

“Ebenezer” verse.  Most hymnals today omit it.  But now that you know the Biblical basis 

behind Ebenezer, let’s sing, 
  

“Here I raise my Ebenezer; Hither by Thy help I come.  And I hope by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive 

at home.  Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wandering from the fold of God; He to rescue me from 

danger, Interposed His precious blood.”  Words by Robert Robinson (1732-1790).  Public Domain. 
  

Celebrating 37 years of God’s help & blessing with my dear Cathy!  Here I raise my Ebenezer!   Pastor 

Larry <>< 

  

 


