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In Praise of Great Teachers 
  
It is “Teacher Appreciation Week” and I’d like to reflect with you on a few of the 

teachers who have touched my life. 

  

Ray Gramley – The Sunday School Superintendent at Mechanicsburg Church of the 

Brethren stood up in worship to give an impassioned plea.  No one would“take” this 

Junior Boys Sunday School class.  Myself and a couple other boys had a bit of a 

reputation for being bad boys!  “Won’t someone please help us and take these boys?”  

Mr. Gramley “took” us.  A tall, thin man who always wore a black suit and a black tie, I 

don’t remember much of anything that Mr. Gramley taught us in Sunday School.  But I 

remember that he genuinely cared about us.  He “took” us when no one else 

would!  Mr. Gramley taught me to always look for the good in each person. 

  

Mr. Dunzik – Was my “shop” teacher at Mechanicsburg High School.  All of us were 

required to take a “mechanical drawing” course which I excelled at.  I had already 

focused on an Architectural Drafting career but Mechanicsburg had no such class.  Mr. 

Dunzik went out and purchased a book on Architectural Drafting with his own money 

and worked with me one-on-one.  When he died unexpectedly I grieved like I had lost a 

family member.  When I got to Williamsport to begin college, guess what book was 

required for my first Architectural Drafting course?  Yep, that same book.  I still have 

it.  Mr. Dunzik taught me the grace of going the extra mile to bless others. 

  

Dr. George Kimber – My favorite professor at Messiah College.  Dr. Kimber was a thin, 

fiery man.  He taught with passion, got very excited as he taught about the Bible, and 

got angry quickly with students who didn’t care.  He loved God’s Word and instilled that 

in his students.  He took me along on some speaking engagements. Cathy took a night 

class with him and we went to hear him preach revival.  When he retired from teaching 

at Messiah, in his 80s he planted a new church in Lancaster and wrote a scholarly book 

on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Dr. Kimber taught me to have a passion for serving 

the Lord and for the Word of God. 

  

I could mention many others, my Grandma Steerman taught me to love sweet ice tea. 

She taught me to work hard to overcome obstacles as she pumped her treadle Singer 

sewing machine with feet all twisted from polio to make beautiful aprons and pot 

holders.  She taught me to love God’s Word as she shared from memory favorite 



passages, and taught me to value pastoral ministry as she would recite with me all 

the pastors who had served Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren, “We must never 

forget their service,” she would say.  Mrs. Magill who I had as a teacher for 5th & 

6th grade, who then moved to Jr. High and I had her as a teacher throughout Jr. Hi.  She 

wrote in my high school yearbook, “Larry, it seems like we’ve gone through school 

together.”  She had a big paddle and knew how to use it.  She spanked me several 

times, but I never doubted that she cared and wanted to help me learn and grow.  She 

taught me that discipline applied in love isn’t a bad thing.  A young minister, new to 

our District, Pastor Warren Eshbach, taught me in my first classes as a newly licensed 

minister in the “Seminars in Church Leadership” program.  He expanded my vision of 

pastoral ministry and excited me about learning the Bible and helping others to 

love God’s Word.  At Bethany Theological Seminary, Professor Nancy Faus taught 

me so much about worship and the ordinances and creativity in worship that has 

blessed me in my pastoral ministry.  She taught me that every worship service 

should be well planned and creative to honor God and bless the congregation.  

Another Bethany professor, Professor Donald Durnbaugh, was truly the ‘giant’ among 

Brethren history scholars and it was such a privilege to have the opportunity to study 

with him and be encouraged by him in my own work.  Don taught me to love and 

remember those who have gone before us in faith. 

  

We are blessed at Bermudian to have several wonderful public school teachers.  How 

blessed are the schools & students where these folks teach!  And we are blessed to 

have several “parent teachers” who are homeschooling their children.  What a 

commitment!  And we are blessed with those who “teach” in Release Time programs, in 

our Sunday School, in our Vacation Bible School, in our Bible Studies, and in our Small 

Group Studies … thank you ALL for your faithfulness! 

  

There is a very real sense in which we are ALL teachers.  Are you a parent?  You teach 

every day!  A grandparent?  You teach?  An employer?  You teach? … In fact, are you 

a Christian?  A follower of Jesus Christ?  You “teach” every day.  How do you treat 

those around you?  How do you respond to those you disagree with?  What do your 

‘words’ in every conversation “teach” about what it means to be a Christian?  What do 

your social media posts “teach” about how a Christian responds? 

  

Today, offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the teachers who have helped shape your life.  

If any of them are still active in your life, why not express to them how much their 

teaching has meant to you. (Sometimes teaching can be a thankless role and you 

wonder if you are making a difference!)  And pray that YOU may be an effective, 

truthful, wise & faithful “teacher” in all the ways that the Lord opens to you! 

  



“Above all, set yourself apart as a model of a life nobly lived. With dignity, demonstrate 

integrity in all that you teach. Bring a clear, wholesome message that cannot be 

condemned, and then your critics will be embarrassed, with nothing bad to say about 

us.” 

                                                                                   Titus 2:7-8, The Passion Translation (TPT) 

  

Praising God for ALL the “teachers” who have blessed & are a blessing in my life! 

Pastor Larry <>< 

 


