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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 
The 1923 hymn by Thomas O. Chisolm is my favorite hymn.  I’ve spoken and written about it 

many times.  Last week it “showed up” for me twice in one day.  Last Wednesday I worshiped 

with Dick & Doris Myers at the funeral service for Dick’s brother, Bob.  In the beautiful East 

Berlin sanctuary of Zwingli United Church of Christ, with such wonderful acoustics, we sang the 

hymn.  Then in the afternoon I had the privilege to preach at The Brethren Home / Cross Keys 

Village midweek worship service, and we sang the hymn.  There among the rows of 

wheelchairs, including our own dear Sister Pauline King, these elderly worshippers sang this 

hymn … so obviously for many … memorized … beloved.  I always am moved to watch as 

Sister Pauline sings, blind, but with most of the great hymns memorized, and face aglow with 

living faith.  Great is Thy faithfulness! 
  
Then yesterday the hymn showed up on my Facebook.  When Cathy & I were vacationing in 

Myrtle Beach recently we were blessed to attend a concert by the incredible vocal 

group Veritas.  These five amazing young men posted their rendition of the hymn sung a 

Capella in the beautiful acoustics of a large cathedral.  Breathtaking!  If you are on Facebook … 

check my feed. 
  
There’s no wonderful story to go along with how “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” was written.  The 

story, I think, is in the author himself.  Thomas Chisholm was born in a Kentucky log cabin in 

1866.  His health was never strong and though he sensed a call to ministry, he served as a 

Methodist minister for only one year before needing to resign because of his frail health.  He 

made a simple living selling insurance, and wrote poetry which he submitted to many Christian 

publications.  His latter years were spent in a Methodist Home in New Jersey where folks 

remember this simple, pleasant old gentleman who stopped by the diner, walked the town 

streets, and was often seen walking by the ocean.  He died there in 1960. 
  
When he was 75 years old he wrote, “My income has never been large at any time due to 

impaired health in the earlier years which has followed me on until now.  Although I must not fail 

to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God that has given me many 

wonderful displays of His providing care, for which I am filled with astonishing 

gratefulness.”  (Quoted in The One Year Book Of Hymns, by William J. Petersen & Randy Petersen, © 1995 Tyndale) 
  
In 1923 Chisolm sent several poems to his friend William Runyan who wrote the tune for this 

hymn and published it first in his own hymn pamphlet.  Later it was discovered by the folks at 

Moody Bible Institute in Chicago and became a favorite at the school.  But the hymn didn’t find 

wide use until it was introduced in the Billy Graham crusades as sung by George Beverly Shea. 
  
Perhaps the most fascinating thing about the hymn is the Scripture that inspired it.  The Old 

Testament book of Lamentations by the prophet Jeremiah, is as the name implies, a reflection 



of sadness and lament at the fallen state of Israel under God’s judgment.  Jeremiah is often 

referred to as “the weeping prophet” because of this lament.  But tucked in chapter 3 come the 

words of hope that inspired a sickly Chisolm, who often suffered, but always celebrated God’s 

faithfulness. 
  
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. 

 They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”   Lamentations 3:22, 23 NIV 
  
Maybe this Thanksgiving finds you overflowing with joy as you gather with friends and loved 

ones at laden tables.  Or perhaps you are hurting … maybe dealing with illness … problems … 

brokenness … struggles.  Maybe you are separated from your loved ones … by miles or by 

brokenness.  Please know dear ones, that your Lord loves you SO much!  His compassion & 

love for you never fails!  His blessings for you are new as the morning!  Great is His faithfulness! 
  
Wishing you & yours a blessed & thank-full Thanksgiving! 

 

And I hope I’ll see many of you tonight @ Bermudian @ 7pm for our shared Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship with our friends from Red Run … where we will sing … “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness!” *       

 
Pastor Larry <>< 
  
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee; Thou changest not, 
Thy compassions they fail not; As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
  
Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness!  Morning by morning new mercies I see; All I have 
needed Thy hand hath provided – Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. 
  
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, Join with 
all nature in manifold witness, To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
  
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; Strength for 
today and bright hope for tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
  
* Words by Thomas Obadiah Chisolm / Music by William M. Runyan.  © 1923, Renewal 1951 Hope Publishing Co.            
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