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“Plantation Reflections” 
 

Cathy & I are just getting settled back in from our annual Fall get-away to Myrtle Beach.  We 

had a wonderful & relaxing time.  We really aren’t “party animals” when we’re on our Fall 

retreat!  A lot of reading, a lot of resting, a lot of DVDs, and just enjoying the beauty of God’s 

beautiful ocean & the quiet together.  I spend the majority of my days on the beach reading, 

looking for interesting shells and sharks teeth. 
  

But one day I planned a special surprise for Cathy.  A trip to Myrtle 

Beach’s Brookgreen Gardens.  This 4500 acre preserve has miles of trails among beautiful 

gardens.  Many of the trails are wheelchair accessible, so we just strolled among the 

plants.  Beautifully prepared plants, the giant Cypress hanging with Spanish moss, along with a 

comfortably warm Fall day … made our time there a treasure.  Cathy reveled in identifying 

plants and learning of new ones.  The air was filled with the sweet perfume of this natural 

wonderland. 
  

Brookgreen is made up of 4 rice plantations from pre-Civil War days.  Some of the sights, 

sounds, teaching & reflection of the plantation has lingered with me still.  The Brookgreen 

Plantation was home to Joshua Ward.  It was called “the King of Rice Plantations.”  At its peak 

1121 slaves lived and worked here and the plantation produced 3.9 million pounds of rice per 

year.  The slave owners had requested the slave traders to specifically bring them slaves 

from Sierra Leone in West Africa because they grew rice there.  The giant Cypress swaps had 

to be cleared of the ancient gigantic Cypress trees.  Locks & dams had to be built to control the 

water flow.  The habitat was changed.  An area where rice was not natural became a huge rice 

producer.  The work was done by these persons who had been kidnapped from their homeland 

specifically for the rice.  And the plantation owners got rich.  Very rich. 
  

Ward was respected.  At one time he served as South Carolina’s Lieutenant Governor.  Beside 

the large plantation house at Brookgreen, the family had a Myrtle Beach ocean front home, a 

city home in Charleston, and a mountain home in the Carolina Mountains.  Now please, I’m not 

wanting to be judgmental, it just really has lingered with me … the sights & teachings of how the 

slaves were treated … of how wealthy it made the plantation owners … and how everyone in 

the moment seemed to find the situation completely normal … OK … good.  Where was the 

Church?  Where were the preachers of God’s Word? 

  

And I’ve wondered … and wondered … and prayed … years from now … long from now … if 

folks look back on my life … or yours … or ours … what will they think?  Will they consider our 

lives and find us hypocrites?  Will they wonder how our culture could accept this behavior or that 

as normal?  Will they wonder how the Church could be silent?  Will they wonder why the 

preachers were silent? 

  



Our Fall Small Group Home Bible Studies and our Knee Deep Bible Study tonight have been 

spending a lot of time thinking about Romans 12:1, 2.  This passage was very influential on the 

early Brethren.  Does it still motivate us?  Does it still inform us?  Does it still help us to examine 

ourselves?  I don’t know about you, but I want to stand strong for the Lord in the midst of this 

broken world.  I want to stand for God’s truth.  I want to love as God loves.  I want to forgive as 

God forgives.  I want my life to draw others towards Christ.  I want Bermudian Church to still be 

here 300 years from now (should the Lord tarry!) and still be a place where truth is proclaimed & 

the love of Christ abounds!  And when people walk the beautiful grounds of Bermudian … stroll 

along the Bermudian Creek … pause to worship at Creekside Worship Center … linger over our 

history … I pray they will find us faithful! 

  

“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—

your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as 

an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t 

become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, 

fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what 

he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always 

dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops 

well-formed maturity in you.”  Romans 12:1, 2 Message 

  

Reflectively! Pastor Larry <>< 

 


