
Bermudian Church of the Brethren 

WEDNESDAY’s WORD – a midweek thought from Pastor Larry M. Dentler 
to share a word of inspiration … encouragement … challenge … a smile … in the middle of your week 
October 11 in the year of our Lord 2017 - #714           
  

“Old School” 
 

We had a good bit of fun this weekend teasing Sister Heather Stump, a wonderful Bermudian 

young adult musician who loves the Lord and serves always with the joy of the Lord so clear on 

her face.  She plans our twice-a-month praise team for our Celebration Worship Service.  

Sometimes I’ll make some suggestions for the songs in the praise set, and sometimes Heather 

will pick them.  For this past Sunday she sent me a message with the three songs she wanted 

to do on Sunday: “Open The Eyes Of My Heart,” “Shout To The Lord,” and “As The Deer.”  But 

the part of her message that made me laugh (and then which I used, pretty relentlessly to tease 

her) was when she wrote of these three songs, “We’ll go a little ‘old school’ this week.”  
  

“Old School?”  The three songs were copyrighted 1997, 1997, and 1984 respectively.  I have 

jeans older than that!  To this old guy those are “new” songs.  They are part of that new wave of 

“praise & worship” music that began sweeping through Christendom about the time I was 

beginning in pastoral ministry.  I can remember very tentatively introducing “Father, I Adore 

You” & “He Is Lord” to the North Liberty congregation.  New stuff!  Sister Heather accepted the 

good natured tease by sharing that the oldest of these three songs was very close to her age.  

Ouch! 
  

“It’s all relevant,” Someone called out from the congregation.  So true!   I get it!  They are “old 

school” to her!  And they are “new songs” to me.  Ask baby boomers in church what they like to 

sing for worship and often you’ll get the response, “the old hymns.”  What they mean are the 

“Gospel Era” hymns like, “What A Friend We Have In Jesus,” and “Blessed Assurance,” and “In 

The Garden.”  But it is not too many decades back when the “Gospel Hymns” were seen as 

”that fancy new music,” and rejected by many, many hymnals of the day as being too lively and 

too “touchy-feely.”  (Frankly … I love the old & the new … if it helps me praise my Lord … I’m 

singing!!!) 
  

What this little round of teasing got me thinking about though was how very important it is for 

each generation to share the faith with the next.  The stories of how God has worked.  The 

remembrances of God’s faithfulness.  And yes, even the songs of faith that shaped that 

generation.  We “old schoolers” need to be telling our faith stories to our children and 

grandchildren.  Tell about the times when you have experienced God’s hand upon you.  Tell & 

re-tell!  Sing & re-sing!  And the young adults of today need to take their young children upon 

their knees and tell them how they have experienced God’s faithfulness.  Tell & re-tell!  Sing & 

re-sing!  Like those famous Vacation Bible School CDs of this generation which get played & 

replayed & replayed in a hundred minivans, let us tell the next generation in story & song … 

how great is our Loving Lord … and let us tell it … and sing it … over & over! 
  

“Parents will tell their children what You have done. They will retell Your mighty 

acts….”  Psalm 145:4 NCV 



  

“We won’t hide them from our children. We will tell them to those who live after us. 

We will tell them what the Lord has done that is worthy of praise. We will talk about His 

power and the wonderful things He has done.”  Psalm 78:4 NIrV 

  

So my dear Sister Heather, from all of us at Bermudian, the young and the “old school,” and 

especially from your “old school” pastor, thanks for the songs!  And for the love of the Lord on 

your face as you lead us!  And to all of us … let’s remember to tell the stories … and sing the 

songs … from one generation to the next! 
  

Singing!  Pastor Larry <>< 

 


