
Bermudian Church of the Brethren 

WEDNESDAY’s WORD – a midweek thought from Pastor Larry M. Dentler 
to share a word of inspiration … encouragement … challenge … a smile … in the middle of your week 
September 13 in the year of our Lord 2017 - #710            
  

“Roller Coaster!” 
 

Last Sunday my grandson Jericho’s Martial Arts Class went to Hershey Park.  I was anxious to 

see him that night to see if he had had a great day at “the sweetest place on earth.”  He came 

bounding through the door most excited to tell Pap about the Roller Coasters.  He was excited 

about the old Comet, the Sooperdooperlooper & Wildcat!  And disappointed that he wasn’t tall 

enough for one he had hoped to ride.  “I’m a “Hershey Bar” and you have to be a “Twizzler” to 

ride that one Pap.”  (Hershey Park assigns names of their famous candies to various heights so 

the children know which rides they can ride.)  Jericho is stretching towards “Twizzler!” 
  

Do you like Roller Coasters?  That slow clackety-clack climb to the peak, with your heart 

beginning to pound … the view for miles around from the top … the gravity defying rush down, 

just sure you are about to die!  I like Roller Coasters … but I must admit they scare me … and 

maybe that’s the attraction.  That adrenaline rush!  However I don’t like Roller Coasters in life! 

 And I seemed to be on one this week.  Sunday was a Roller Coaster high moment!  We 

welcomed twelve new persons into our Church Family, and I had the privilege and honor to 

baptize five of them in the cold waters of the Bermudian Creek behind the church with the 

Church Family lining the creek bank.  It’s a high and holy moment.  Life as a pastor doesn’t get 

much better!  When that person who you’ve just forced face first into the ice water of the creek, 

embraces you smiling from ear-to-ear with tears on their wet face … ah, Lord, I can see heaven 

from up here! 
  

Then yesterday it was the downhill ride on the Roller Coaster … an unpleasant, disappointing 

church moment that left me feeling angry and rejected.  An “about to die” feeling in the pit of my 

stomach!  From the highest high … to the lowest low … and so quickly!! 
  

Yeah, I like Roller Coasters at the amusement park … not so much in life! 
  

But one thing we must learn is the discipline of faith in the good, exciting, feeling blessed 

moments AND in the bad, terrible, bottom-falls-out moments.  For you see it is a vital truth that 

our Lord is with us in life’s highs and life’s lows.  Christ’s love is there!  God’s Word is there! 
  

Helen Keller knew Roller Coaster lows … and came to know Roller Coaster highs!  She wrote, 
  

“Unless we form the habit of going to the Bible in bright moments as well as in trouble, we 

cannot fully respond to its consolations because we lack equilibrium between light and 

darkness.” 
  

A 1975 song by Tracy Dartt was made popular by Lynda Randle on the Gaither Homecoming 

videos.  It’s one I sing … one I love, 
  



Life is easy when you’re up on the mountain, And you’ve got peace of mind, like you’ve never known; But 

things change, when you’re down in the valley, Don’t lose your faith, Because you’re never alone. 
  

Chorus: And the God on the mountain is still God in the valley, When things go wrong, He’s right by your 

side; And the God of the good times is still God in the bad times, The God of the day is still God in the 

night. 
  

We talk of faith when you’re up on the mountain, Talk comes so easy, When life’s at its best; Now it’s 

down in the valley, with trials and temptations, It’s when our faith is really put to the test. 
  
© 1975 Gaviota Music / BMI, c/o Manna Music, Inc. All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  CCLI #402157. 
(with slight adaptation of words by Pastor Larry) 
  

Dear ones, I’m not sure where you are today.  High on the top of life’s Roller Coaster with a 

view towards Heaven?  Or rushing down … scared to death … sure you are going to die?  Just 

know that your Lord will never leave nor forsake you!  He’s with you.  He loves you!  He’ll see 

you through!  He really, really will! 

  
 “I can never be lost to Your Spirit! I can never get away from my God!  If I go up to heaven, 

You are there; if I go down to the place of the dead, You are there.  If I ride the morning 

winds to the farthest oceans, even there Your hand will guide me, Your strength will 

support me.” Psalm 139:7-10 LB 

  

On the Roller Coaster of life & faith with you!  Pastor Larry <>< 

 


