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“Take Shelter!” 
 

My cell phone flashed on!  “Tornado sighted in your area take shelter immediately!”  We had 

some interesting time in our area last evening with a tornado or ‘nearly-tornado’ storm!  It got so 

dark.  The rain and wind pounded.  The roof on the church was rattling and the windows were 

vibrating.  The power flashed on and off here at the church.  Debris was flying through the air.  

Bermudian Springs Elementary buses had left the school for the evening journey home with the 

children and were recalled to the school with the children for safety. 
  

In the Dover area my daughter-in-law Erica and family were without power and, like many in the 

area, went to the basement in the midst of the storm.  Son John was trying to get home from 

Baltimore.  Route 83 was closed and every back road he tried was blocked by downed trees. 
  

In our area the roads were littered with tree debris and some downed trees.  Some homes were 

without power.  In the midst of the storm Sister Erika Garvick showed up at church.  Her 

daughter Sabrina had a field hockey game at Dover which had not been cancelled.  The girls 

were taken to the school basement at the height of the storm.  Ericka, away from home, was in 

the midst of the storm and decided to take refuge at the church.  Somewhat frazzled she 

relaxed in the security of the church.  When a break came in the storm I left for home.  As I left I 

said to Erika, 
  

“If the storm blows the roof off the church, don’t call me, call the Stewards!” 

  

She laughed and said, “Thanks a lot!!” 
  

It was a scary evening for a lot of folks in this area.  Yet nothing like what our Texas neighbors 

have experienced with Hurricane Harvey, or now those in the path of Hurricane Irma! 
  

The words on my cell phone, “take shelter immediately,” remind me of good Biblical counsel. 

 Storms come!  Sometimes like these weather storms.  But sometimes the storms are financial, 

relationship, health, job.  The ‘winds’ of these storms can sure batter a person.  Life can get 

hard!  Our Brother Don Cook (and Sister Grace) are facing a “storm” right now in his cancer 

battle.  Sister Gloria Gerber (and Brother Gerry) are facing a “storm” in her recovery from back 

surgery.  What does one do when the storms of life rage? 

  

“Take Shelter Immediately!” 
  

“God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.  So we will not 

fear when earthquakes come and the mountains crumble into the sea.  Let the oceans roar 

and foam.  Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge!”  Psalm 46:1-3 NLT  
 

“The Lord is a mighty tower where His people can run for safety.”  Proverbs 18:10 CEV 



  

Dear one … what “storm” are you facing?  Are health issues “battering” you?  Is there a 

“hurricane” in your marriage?  Has a “tornado” touched down in your finances?  Is there “debris” 

in your family relationships?  Is the “power out” in your communication with someone you care 

about?  Do you feel shaken, beat up, blown apart? 

  

Take shelter immediately!  The One who loves you most is truly, truly your strong refuge … run 

to Him!  Run to Him! 
  

Praying for you in the midst of the storm!  Pastor Larry <>< 

  

 


