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“What Will They Say?” 
 

My grandson Jericho started second grade yesterday.  All decked out and ready to go … he 

sure is growing!  Last night as we were talking about his first day of school he showed me a 

small brown paper bag.  The note on the bag said that each child was to put 3-5 things in the 

bag that “define” you or that you are very “passionate” about.  I wondered … how would Jericho 

“answer” that?  What would he put in his bag?  He showed Pap. 
  

1. A picture of him @ Disney World last year. 

2. An ultrasound picture of his new baby brother who will be born around Christmas. 

3. A small LEGO creation 

4. A “Beyblade”  (For all you folks who are behind the times “Beyblades” are the new hi-

tech version of battling tops of generations ago.  You spin these tiny hi-tech tops in a 

plastic “arena” and they bounce off each other … sometimes exploding … the winner is 

the last one spinning.) 

  

We laughed together and considered some other things that might go in his bag.  The bag is too 

small to place his video game system in; and way too small to put Pap in!  I’m not sure our pup 

Bella would like being in the bag.  Then I asked about his strap. 
  

Those of you who read WEDNESDAY’s WORD regularly know that Jericho loves his straps! 

Just old pieces of strapping from a package, Jericho is seldom seen in the house or out in the 

yard without strap in hand.  It’s the first thing he looks for upon returning to the house after being 

away, and the first thing he finds when he wakes up in the morning.  This past Christmas we 

played a modified version of “Elf on the Shelf” with a playful elf named Sam hiding Jericho’s 

strap each night during the Advent/Christmas season.  His favorite strap is a heavier weight 

one.  About an 1/8th inch thick.  He dances and whirs with strap in hand and a variety of sounds 

coming from him.  He’s a Ninja!  He’s a superhero!  And his strap is his high output plasma 

generator … his light saber … his magic … his?????  He has twirled it and whirled it so much 

that the plastic has broken from stress.  Pap has had to do numerous duct tape repairs when he 

comes to me with two pieces and a despairing look in his eyes!  Jericho and his strap are 

inseparable! 
  

So of course ……. shouldn’t the strap be in his bag?  I could just imagine him telling his peers 

about his strap, and a dozen wide eyed little boys and girls thinking, “Wow!  Why didn’t I think of 

that?  Where can I get one of those cool straps?”  But when I mentioned it to Jericho his 

response came quickly … “No!”  I was so surprised and asked him why?  His answer shocked 

me.  “Because, what would they think of me?  They might make fun of me.” 
  



Now it is crystal clear to me that six months or a year ago this thought would have never 

crossed his mind.  But he’s learned.  The culture has trained him.  That to be different may 

make you ripe for teasing.  This makes Pap sad! 

  

Our Creator has made us each different, unique, special!  Those differences should be 

cherished, nurtured, developed!  Not ridiculed, hidden, despised!  Teenage Larry didn’t always 

“fit in” with the “in” crowd … I get it.  Still makes me sad. 
  

And this is especially true for our faith.  We live in a time and in a culture where to have a 

strong, conservative, Bible trusting, Christ-is-the-only-way, prayer-makes-a-difference, morality 

matters, everyone-needs-to-know-about-Jesus, Sermon on the Mount lifestyle mindset is 

increasingly putting one at odds with our secular, anything goes, Bible-is-out- of-date, many-

ways-to-God culture.  Why even in the Church of the Brethren that I love, conservative values 

are often ridiculed these days!  And so we learn.  Subtly.   Surely.  Be quiet.  Don’t make too 

much fuss.  Keep your faith to yourself.  
  

But is that really where we should be?  Remember Jesus’ words, 
  

“If you are ashamed of me and of my teaching in this godless and wicked day, then the Son of 

Man will be ashamed of you when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”   Mark 

8:38 GNT 
  

Dear ones, let’s be strong!  Of course we are not going to be ignorant or obnoxious or mean 

spirited in living out our faith, but neither are we going to be ashamed!  We serve a great & 

mighty Lord!  His Holy Spirit equips each of us for ministry!  We are different and unique as He 

created us and gifts us!  And the world needs to know today, more than ever, about the love of 

the Lord Jesus Christ!  In our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, in our business dealings, 

across our dinner tables … unashamed!  Unashamed! 
  

Whirl Jericho!  Whirl! 
Live it Brothers & Sisters!  Live it! 
Unashamed!  Pastor Larry <>< 

 


