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“Just Thinking” 
 

Unless you’ve been avoiding all news coverage … radio, TV, internet, print … you are well 

aware that we are in the midst of a very violent moment.  The growing tension between right-

left; conservative-liberal, in all the arenas of public, political, church, international interaction, 

has turned from intensifying ugly rhetoric to outright violence.     

  

This past weekend’s terrible violence in Charlottesville, VA is the “snapshot” of what has been 

growing in many places in our lives.  Violence!  Resistance!  Fight back!  “We won’t stand for it!” 

are the rally cry of those ready to do harm to others to ‘defend’ their point of view.  And let’s be 

honest, this readiness to do violence is coming from persons on all sides of the issues.  The 

“radical right,” “ultra-conservative” extreme voices have become empowered and are ready to 

strike, proclaiming a hatred that is deplorable.  The “far left” extreme voices are spitting mad and 

are ready to “resist” to the point of violence.  In the social context, in the halls of politics, in the 

realm of the Church … this fracture, the anger, and this willingness to do violence by both sides 

is sadly seen clearly. 

  

What’s a person to do?  A person who is trying to follow Christ?  A person who considers 

themselves Biblically & politically conservative?  Are we to enter the fray?  Take up arms 

against the white supremacists?  Strike against the liberals?  Meet violence with violence?  Or 

are we to be silent?  Submissive?  Reclusive?  Just mind our own business? 

  

This dilemma is real!  Answers aren’t easy!  But if we are willing to truly listen to God’s Word 

there is guidance “for such a time as this”, not easy guidance…not ‘make it all better’ guidance, 

but clear guidance. 

  

1. Radical Love – This isn’t a warm fuzzy thing!  Radical love takes guts!  Determination!  

Boldness!  It means loving those who are very different.  It means loving those who are violent! 

 It means loving those who have done you harm!  It does not mean accepting evil or sin.  It does 

not mean being wishy-washy. It does mean “speaking the truth in love.” (Ephesians 5:14)  Picture 

Jesus, arms splayed on the Cross, beaten almost beyond recognition, saying, “Father, forgive 

them.” (Luke 23:34) 

 

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven. He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 

the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 

others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”   

        Matthew 5:43-48 NIV 



 2. Non-Resistance – While today the Church of the Brethren throws around the word 

“pacifism” pretty freely, it is not really correct usage historically.  The Brethren were NOT pacifist 

but rather nonresistance… and there is a big difference.  In pacifism there is a willingness to 

fight against structures one sees as wrong, and to resist evil, protest, make demands … 

sometimes even in violent ways.  Pacifists sometimes ‘fight” against military and police 

structures.  I detest the current movement, even within the church, that speaks of “resistance.”  

Non-resistance takes Jesus at His word, “do not resist evil.”  (Matthew 5:39) This is a personal 

commitment!  This is hard!  This goes against our human nature!  Again, picture Jesus, beaten 

& mocked, with the power to call 10,000 angels to His defense … yet silent.  “But,” some 

protest, “they might do harm to us!”  They might.  They did to Him.  But He said, “My Kingdom 

is not of this world.” (John 18:36)  What is your kingdom? 

  

“But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them 

the other cheek also. 
 
And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as 

well. 
 
If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 

 
Give to the one who asks you, 

and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”  

                  Matthew 5:39-42 NIV 

  

“I beg you, as those whom I love, to live in this world as strangers and ‘temporary residents’….”    

               1 Peter 2:11 Phillips 

  

3. Mountain Moving Prayer – Have we truly given up on the belief that the Lord responds to 

the fervent prayers of His people?  I’ll trust the power of prayer any day to a protest march … for 

making a difference!  Forget angry fists raised in defiance … I’ll take believing knees bowed in 

fervency & passion! 
  

“Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move 

from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”   Matthew 17:20  (The 

mountain in the background that Jesus alludes to when He says these words to His Disciples is the Herodian, a 

gigantic fortified fortress, literally a manmade mountain, built by Herod with Jewish slave labor.  It was a symbol to the 

Jews of abuse of power & evil.) 

  

“The prayer of a person living right with God is something powerful to be reckoned with.”   

     James 5:16 Message 

  

Naive?  Simplistic?  Perhaps.  Yes.  But I believe in my Lord Jesus.  I believe His words are 

true!  I believe His ways are infallible.  I’ll follow Him!!  And the only thing I’m going to “resist” is 

my own tendency to follow after this crazy, fallen world! 
  

Humbly!  Pastor Larry <><    

 


