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Father’s Day Reflections… 
 

I had a wonderful Father’s Day weekend.  Time with my son John & family on Saturday as we 

celebrated Mason’s 17th birthday, a wonderful Father’s Day worship service(s) where we 

reflected on “Three Growing Edges For The Spiritually Minded Man,” (inspired by Brother Jim 

Myer’s message to 100+ men from our District in February @ MAN2MAN Leadership Summit), 

and the men came forward at the end of the service to ask for God’s help & growth as we sang 

“I Am A Man” (words by Pastor Jack Hanford / tune Finlandia), in the afternoon there was a 

special meal by Cathy with all my favorites, a NASCAR nap, time at the pool with Jericho. 

 There were cards expressing love and social media posts expressing laughter & love.  What a 

weekend! 
  

My son John’s Facebook post was especially moving.  John, in his wonderful bull-in-a-china-

shop way, expressed some very kind words about me.  I know I’m not as perfect a dad, 

husband, or pastor as he wrote, but it’s nice, and an honor, to know that your children look up to 

you and appreciate who you’ve tried to be for them.  Quite a number of people responded to 

John’s post.  Some with the “heart” emoji, some with the “thumbs up” emoji.  There were a few 

comments … several saying “Amen.”  All very kind. 
  

But here’s the rub … one phrase in John’s post as he wrote about me was,  
  

“My father is a pastor... everyone knows that, he is also "OLD" I'm pulling no punches!!!!” 
  

Now do you think there’d be one person … one of my “friends” … one person brave enough to 

defend me and say, “Larry’s not so old!”  Nope not one! 
  

Who is your Defender?  If you are truly trying to live a Christian life, if you are committed to 

following God’s Word … there will be times when you bump up against those who find your faith 

and your beliefs offensive … “OLD fashioned!” This isn’t an “if” or a “maybe” … you can expect 

it.  The Bible says so … and living in today’s world and our culture proves it true! 
  

“Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw you out or 

speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and 

they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even!—for though 

they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company. My 

prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble.” 

                                                                                                                                  Matthew 5:11, 12 Message 
  

When this happens … and it will … who is your Defender? 

  

“I love you, Lord. You are my Strength.  The Lord is my Rock, my Protection, my Savior.  My God 

is my Rock.  I can run to Him for safety.  He is my Shield and my saving Strength, my Defender.”    

                        Psalm 18:1-2 NCV 



  

  

 “But I will sing about Your strength.  In the morning I will sing about Your love.  You are my 

Defender, my place of safety in times of trouble.  God, my strength, I will sing praises to You.  

God, my Defender, You are the God who loves me.”   Psalm 59:16, 17 NCV 
  

So dear one, don’t feel alone or outnumbered.  If you find yourself standing on Biblical Ground, 

as a follower of Christ, and no one else has anything for you but jeers or criticism … you have a 

Defender by your side.  One who loves you … appreciates your steadfastness … cheers on 

your bravery for standing firm … and will be with you every step of the way!  Never alone! 
  

You understand, of course, that I’m writing ‘tongue-in-cheek’ today as I speak of John’s Father’s 

Day reflection.  His kind words were very humbling to me.  He’s a faithful son who is always 

there when I need him, and I know he’s just concerned for his poor decrepit, old father!       

 

Thanks Son!  Love you!    

Pastor Larry (Old Dad!) <><  

  

 


