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#700 
 

Today is the 700th issue of WEDNESDAY’s WORD.  That’s amazing.  What I began years ago 

as a simple idea to be in touch with my Bermudian folks mid-week has become a ministry tool 

that literally goes coast-to-coast and gets into many homes & hearts – many of whom I may 

never know.   I’m humbled & so thankful for what the Lord has done with WW.  The Bible 

promises that the Lord is able to do, 
  

“…immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work 

within us…” Ephesians 3:20 NIV 
  

This little weekly ‘ditty’ is certainly proof of that!  If you have a need or challenge in your life right 

now, or a dream for ministry … don’t doubt that the Lord who loves you can bless you/it to 

fulfillment … and more! 
  

Two Goblets 
 

This is the season for weddings.  I’ve had the privilege to officiate weddings for two great young 

couples in the past few weeks: Sean (our nephew) and Mallory Seroskie on 5/13; and Derek & 

Ellinore Mummert on 6/3.  This also means it is the season for anniversaries.  A couple Sundays 

ago we celebrated Wayne & Pat Miller’s 67th anniversary on 6/3; and last Sunday we celebrated 

Joel & Barb Stern’s 50th anniversary on 6/10.  Congratulations and blessings to Sean & Mallory 

and Derek & Ellinore as they begin their journey … and to Wayne & Pat and Joel & Barb as they 

continue theirs! 
  

Monday was the 35th wedding anniversary for Cathy and me.  An amazing milestone to reflect 

on!  We’ve come a long way together in those 35 years! On that warm June day as we gathered 

at Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren with our youth group (“our kids”), families & friends, 

we had no idea what was ahead.  We knew that in a few months we’d be off to Chicago for 

Seminary.  But some Church leaders were painfully honest in saying they weren’t sure if any 

churches would be willing to call me as pastor.  It was a blind, step of faith.  Well the Lord once 

again did “immeasurably more!”  I would have been completely satisfied with any small 

opportunity to serve His church.  But I couldn’t have imagined the blessing that North Liberty 

Church of the Brethren would be!  And who could have imagined the Lord’s grace in these 26 

years with Bermudian Church of the Brethren!  And the wonder & joy of helping to plant a brand 

new church in Lake View!  Two wonderful children, an amazing daughter-in-law, 4 delightful 

grandchildren!  So blessed!  So blessed!  Along the journey have been some tough times … 

Cathy’s health has sure been a challenge for over a decade now … but the Lord has been so 

faithful! 
  



On Monday evening I had made dinner reservations at one of Cathy’s favorite restaurants.  In 

the afternoon I delivered to the restaurant a little extra surprise.  In the recent sump pump failure 

& basement flood we had to deal with, in the midst of all the sorting & pitching.  I came across a 

little box.  Inside were the crystal goblets from our wedding day.  Packed away in this box and 

unopened for the last 35 years.  Surviving moves from Pennsylvania to Chicago, from Chicago 

to Indiana, from Indiana to Pennsylvania, and two house moves since … and now a basement 

flood.  There they were as sparkling in their simplicity as they were on that June wedding day!  

The restaurant staff had them on our table and after seating us brought out the bottle of 

sparkling cider I had brought along with the goblets.  You should have seen Cathy’s eyes when 

she put the pieces of this puzzle together! 
  

We, like almost everyone else when they get married, make some promises to each other 

before God.  We promise to remain faithful “for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness 

and in health.”  (The words may change a bit but most Christian weddings use some variations 

of these words.)  I always really emphasize to the couples I work with on weddings to pay 

attention to these words! 
  

Like God’s love for us!  Like the ‘1 Corinthians 13-kind-of-love’ that only God can give us for 

each other!  Like the sparkling goblets 35 years later!  Some things don’t change while all 

around us everything seems to change!  Cathy & I don’t look as young and strong as those two 

lovers on June 12, 1982.  There have been rough times and blessings.  Times when we’ve not 

really been all that we needed to be for each other.  But with those two sparkling goblets in hand 

… my wrinkled hand (looking so much like my Dad’s wrinkled hand) and Cathy’s neuropathy 

weakened hand, we were reminded of the unchanging love that God gives us for each other. 
  

Marriage is tough!  We are imperfect men & women.  Pray today for your own marriage … pray 

especially for your spouse.  If you are widowed, divorced, never married … pray for the 

marriages around you.  If your marriage is strong … praise God!  If your marriage is broken … 

struggling … seek help & pray for God’s help!  Pray for those couples around you whose 

marriages encourage & inspire you.  Pray for those couples you know who are just beginning.  

Pray for & reach out to those couples you know whose marriages are struggling.  Pray for, and 

surround with care, those who have lost their spouses and feel so alone.  Pray for, and come 

alongside, those who have suffered divorce and feel the tug of shame & failure. 
  

“Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud, never 

haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way. It is not irritable or 

touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it wrong. It 

is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love someone, 

you will be loyal to him no matter what the cost. You will always believe in him, always 

expect the best of him, and always stand your ground in defending him.  All the special 

gifts and powers from God will someday come to an end, but love goes on forever.  … 

There are three things that remain—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.”    
    1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 13 LB 

Here’s to your marriage … in Christ!   Pastor Larry <>< 

 


