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WHO ARE YOU LISTENING TO? 
 

Most of you are aware that I had a mess last week.  A sump pump failure put a foot of water in 

our basement.  We discovered it on Sunday afternoon 5/7, a couple hours before I needed to be 

at church for Love Feast.  The Lake Meade Fire Company came and pumped out the basement 

(Great Job!  Thanks!), and then my son John and grandson Mason came Sunday evening while 

I was at church and began the sloppy, messy process of getting all the wet stuff out of the 

basement (Thank you guys!! – even though you tore up the yard!  But that’s a story for another 

time!).  On Monday our insurance company sent a clean-up crew who was excellent and John & 

I and the crew worked all day. (Restore-Core – highly recommended!).  The days that have 

followed have been days of sorting, cleaning, drying, hauling stuff to the big dumpster in our 

driveway.  We’re beginning to get things back in order.   

  

Our basement wasn’t a fine finished basement, but we had a recreation area down there with 

some old furniture … and just a lot of boxes & “stuff” that got ruined.  As I’ve said, more of a 

nuisance, than a real tragedy.  Beginning to sort thru and get rid of “stuff” has been on the 

agenda as Cathy & I move towards downsizing.  The Lord just helped us along!!! 

  

On Tuesday, May 9, I was in the basement with one of the Restore-Core guys.  He was asking 

me about several items, “keep or pitch?”  I waffled around, “Well, I’d really like to save 

that.”  “Well, that’s pretty bad, but I think I could save it.”  Finally the fellow laughed, and 

with a big smile said, 

  

“I liked talking to your son better.  He just immediately said ‘pitch it’ to everything I asked 

him about.  You have to think about each thing and are inclined to try to save it.” 

  

I laughed.  He was right of course.  But it did get me thinking.  Who am I listening to?  Who are 

you listening to?  When it comes to our world view.  When it comes to our take on the latest 

social issue.  When it comes to the hard times.  When it comes to the blessed times.  When it 

comes to that strained relationship.  Who are we listening to? 

  

In our world and culture we can be influenced by so many voices.  There’s TV & radio news 

programs from many different perspectives.  There’s the highly influential internet.  If I “Google” 

it and find an article about this or that … it’s surely true … right?  There are the thoughts of my 

friends.  There’s the wave of popular opinion.  There’s the voice of our government leaders.  All 

these influences have something to say to you.  Whether you realize it or not you are likely 

influenced more that you think by some or all of these. 

  



Who are you listening to? 

  

What about the Lord?  What about God’s infallible, never changing, always reliable Word to us 

… the Bible?  Wherever we get our info on things of importance … whoever we are listening to 

in order to shape and inform our worldview … whatever voices have our attention … I pray that 

at the top of the list is the Lord Himself through His unfailing Word.  This requires discipline & 

commitment.  To listen, to read, to pray, to obey!   
  

Maybe there’s a “mess” in your life that needs cleaning up.  Maybe there’s a question of 

“keeping” or “pitching” attitudes, baggage, routines, influences, lifestyle issues, beliefs.  The 

question remains … Who are you listening too? 

  

“So many things clamor for our focus but few truly deserve it. The Lord is worthy of nothing less 

than our undivided attention. He has something to say to every person. So whoever listens to 

God’s Word with an open heart and alert mind will receive from Him.” 

 

                                                        Dr. Charles Stanley, “How to Listen to God’s Word,” In Touch Ministries 

  

“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, ‘Oh, that today you would listen as He speaks!         

Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of testing in the wilderness.”  
          Hebrews 3:7-8 NET 

  

 “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me 

have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already 

passed from death into life.” John 5:24 NLT 

  

“…how blessed are those who hear and obey God’s Word.”    Luke  11:28 GW 

  

Lord … in every trial … every issue of the day … in joy and in sorrow … I’m listening! 

Pastor Larry <>< 

  

 


