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Random Rumblings From Larry 
  

Meat Canning Madness 
 

I love the annual Meat Canning Project by our Southern PA District and the Mid-Atlantic District. 

 We come together at Christian Aid Ministries in Ephrata for two weeks each year to can 

chicken that then finds its way all over the world in missionary & disaster response ministry as 

well as local food pantries & hunger ministries.  It’s a huge undertaking depending on: dedicated 

volunteer coordinators, a huge core of volunteers for each work day, and is totally funded by 

financial gifts from congregations and individuals.  The goal for this year was 50,000 lbs. of 

canned chicken. 
  

Yesterday was our day at Meat Canning.  16 of us left the church at 4:30am for the trip to 

Ephrata for our 6am shift.  There we donned our white paper garments, our lovely bouffant hair 

coverings, and our plastic gloves.  Some work at placing a small measure of salt in each empty 

can.  Others work at taking the chicken out of the 40 lb. cardboard boxes and placing it into 

large plastic tubs which are taken to the line to keep the “stuffers” stocked up.  Those of us on 

the line stuff raw chicken into the cans & weigh the cans (each can must weigh 1.96 to 2 lbs.).  

Trim a little here, add a little there, skin, fat, bone, it all goes it the can … press it into the cans 

… squish it down … place the can on the conveyor.  From there the conveyor takes the cans to 

the canner that seals the lids on the cans.  The cans are placed in large steel baskets, moved 

by an overhead crane into the pressure cookers where the chicken is cooked in the can for 40 

minutes.  After the cans cool they must be labeled and boxed for shipping.  It’s quite an 

operation!  
  

A lot of kidding and just good, fun fellowship gets stirred in.  Many sore knees after working for 

hours on the assembly line.  Some snacks & lunch provided for the crew by even more 

volunteers.  Great day … great ministry … great servants … dear friends … May the Lord be 

honored through this effort! 
  

“Anyone who oppresses the poor is insulting God who made them. To help the poor is to 

honor God.”  Proverbs 14:31 LB 

  

Has Common Courtesy & Respect Simply Died? 
 

Folks, I have to admit … I’m simply worn out with the meanness of our culture today.  Call me 

old … call me grumpy … call me old-fashioned … call me a prude … I’ll plead guilty.  The anger 

& disrespect that is thrown around so easily bothers me.  I’m rather conservative … politically, 

socially & theologically.  When President Obama was in office I didn’t like much of what he 

stood for and despised so many of his positions.  But he was our president and, as commanded 

in God’s Word, I prayed for he & his family.  I cringed when conservative friends would speak in 



such disrespectful ways of our president.  Now the shoe is on the other foot and guess what? 

The very liberals & progressives that were so critical of conservative rants about President 

Obama are now spewing the most mean spirited, hateful rhetoric.  I guess it is a universal part 

of us these days??!! 

  

Children shooting children in our city streets.  Broken relationships ending in persons being 

killed.  Social media posts from persons claiming to be Christian that spew foul language and 

obscenities.  Road rage.  Rudeness in checkout lines.  Even in our meetings, like Church of the 

Brethren Annual Conference, we tend to act more like a bunch of spoiled children on the 

playground, than followers of Christ gathered to do the work of the Church!  Sigh … I’ve just had 

it!  Enough!  It’s time for those of us who call ourselves followers of Christ to ACT like it!  To 

SPEAK like it!  To POST like it! 
  

“Let there be no more foul language, but good words instead—words suitable for the 

occasion, which God can use to help other people.”  Ephesians 4:29 Phillips 

  

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  Colossians 3:12 NIV 

  

A Very Special Prayer Request 
 

This coming Sunday, 4/30 thru Tuesday 5/2 I will be in Indiana to preach for a Revival at Pine 

Creek Church of the Brethren.  This is a congregation just outside of the town of North Liberty, 

where I served the North Liberty CoB from 1983-1991.  I served as Pine Creek’s moderator for 

a season.  This is a wonderful small congregation.  They are struggling a bit, haven’t had a 

spiritual renewal or revival time for quite a while, and asked me to come.  I’m honored.  As 

always when I’m invited to do this kind of preaching …I’m humbled.  The theme for these days 

is: “Reigniting – Seeking the Lord’s Fresh Fire for a New Day.”   On Monday Afternoon I’m 

going to teach a seminar on Israel: “Prophecy, Promises & Predicaments … a look at the 

Holy Land and Israel through the lens of the Bible.”  This is being offered to the 

congregation but also to area pastors for continuing education units thru The Brethren 

Academy. 
  

The Pine Creek Deacons have done a good job in preparing for these days.  But I would like to 

ask you, the readers of WEDNESDAY’s WORD if you would be my prayer team for this 

event?  If you are willing, would you please include me … us … in your daily prayers through 

the days of the event?  Pray for safe travel, for sweet reunions with old friends, for the Holy 

Spirit’s sure Presence, for Pine Creek’s Pastor Steve & their Deacons & leaders, for all who 

attend to have hearts open to hear from the Lord, for first time commitments to Christ, for many 

re-commitments, and for me that the Holy Spirit might work thru me as I preach & teach.  Let me 

echo the words of Paul in his letter to the Romans,  
  

“Will you be my prayer partners? For the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake and because of your 

love for me—given to you by the Holy Spirit—pray much with me for my work.”      

           Romans 15:30 LB 

With thankfulness & love for you!  Pastor Larry <>< 


