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Does Your Jesus Smile? 
  

All of us who have children and/or grandchildren know how a smile at the right moment, from 

that special face, can just melt our hearts and make our day!  I begin most days with a great 

smile from 7-year-old Jericho as he rushes out the door to school.  “Bye Pap!”  And when 3-

year-old Natalie beams her wonderful smile my way … Heaven!  No matter what else is going 

on … those special smiles make everything better. 
  

Now let’s get theological.  Does your Jesus smile?  I mean the image of Jesus in your mind. 

 When you think of your Lord, when He comes to mind, what picture is there?  Is He smiling?  

Many persons have that classic image of Warner Sallman’s “Head of Christ” in their minds.  But 

really … for many reasons … even though very popular … this is a rather unlikely image.  And 

so serious!  And so many of the film portrayals of Christ through the years … so serious!  The 

1977 film, Jesus of Nazareth, has actor Robert Powell (as a blue eyed Jesus) looking like he’s 

in a continual daze.  Solemn!  Mel Gibson’s 2004 movie, The Passion of the Christ, has actor 

Jim Caviezel portraying a more happy, playful at times, Jesus.  But in your mind … when you 

think of your Lord … is Jesus smiling? 

  

People flocked to Jesus.  Children wanted to crawl on His lap.  Are these true of grumpy, 

solemn people?  The Bible tells us that Jesus is “the exact representation of (Father God’s) 

being” (Hebrews 1:3 NIV).  Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 

14:9 NIV).  So, when we “see” Jesus we see our God.  And that dear ones, makes our mental 

image of Jesus so important!  I’ll ask again, when you think of your Lord Jesus, is He smiling? 

  

“Jesus loves me” is more than a children’s song … its Biblical truth.  The Lord loves you, He 

adores you, He’d do (and has done) anything for you!  He desires a close relationship with you.  

He wants to bless you, help you, and guide you.  He endured crucifixion to save you!  He arose 

to defeat death for you!  He’s preparing a place in Heaven just for you.  When you hurt, He 

cares.  When you are happy, He’s happy with you.  He smiles over you!  He sings over you! 
  

Written of Israel, but true of all those who have placed their lives under the blood of Christ, the 

Old Testament prophet writes, 
  

“For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a Mighty Savior. He will take delight in you with 

gladness. With His love, He will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.”  

Zephaniah 3:17 NLT 
  

 

 

 



So maybe it’s time to change your “mental picture” of Jesus.  May I suggest the warm, friendly 

Jesus’ portrayals of husband & wife artists, Richard & Frances Hook.   

 

                                                                           
 

 

 

 

No matter how unloved, uncared for, lost, 

alone, or weary you feel today, you have a 

Savior who loves you … who cares so 

deeply for you … who smiles over you … 

and if you are quiet and listen with your 

heart carefully … maybe you can even hear 

Him singing softly over you! 
  

“May the Lord bless you and protect you. 

 May the Lord smile on you and be gracious 

to you.  May the Lord show you His favor and 

give you His peace.”  Numbers 6:24-26 NLT 

 

In His Love, Pastor Larry <><  

 


