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Wait Just A Minute…….. 
 

I spent yesterday at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill with my sister-in-law, Sharon, as we waited 

for the biopsy procedure for her son, my nephew, David.  It was a long day!  I’ve waited with 

families through surgeries hundreds & hundreds of times thru the years, but it is a little different 

when the one you are waiting on is family! 
  

David has faced significant health problems over quite a number of years, in and out of the 

hospital, and it’s been difficult for him to maintain a job because every time he gets rolling in a 

new position … he has one of his problems again.  There have been lots and lots of prayers 

raised for David … but few answers to what is going on.   
  

Recently it happened again.  He was doing quite well in a new job and then got sick … couldn’t 

breathe.  Tests revealed something going on in his lungs.  More tests brought an alarmed 

response that his lungs seem to be full of lymphoma!  An emergency fit into the surgery 

schedule at Holy Spirit was planned for a biopsy.  That was yesterday. 
  

When the doctor came out of surgery he said that in his experienced point of view, he didn’t see 

any tissue that looked like cancer.  He cautioned that we must wait for the “official” lab report. 

But said that he does hundreds of these procedures and the tissue he looked at did not appear 

to be cancer.  There are two larger areas (lymph nodes) and lots of nodules in his lungs, but he 

believes it may be the result of some kind of virus or infection.  We praise the Lord (and thank 

all of you who have been joining us in prayer for David) … the words “not cancer” were great to 

hear!  But now we wait.  And David waits for the “official” report and then the “what next” 

guidance.  In the meanwhile, as David was coming out of anesthesia his phone “dings” and it is 

the employment company he works with calling about a new temporary position he can start on 

Monday.  The Lord is so good! 
  

Waiting is hard!  And yet it is part of life, and part of the Christian journey.  Noah & family waited 

for the flood to be over; Israel waited through long years in Egyptian slavery and then the long 

40 year wilderness journey to the Promised Land.  Israel waited for their Messiah (and then 

missed Him when He came because they had stopped really expecting Him!) and waited 

through 300 years of silence with no prophets bringing God’s Word to them.  Jesus waited with 

His Father in His wilderness temptation.  The Disciples waited in those black days following 

Jesus’ execution.  And then after the wonder of Resurrection … were told by Jesus to wait in 

Jerusalem for the promised Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  The early Christians expected Christ’s 

return “any day” soon and as they waited they greeted one another with the greeting, 

“Maranatha!” (“Come Lord Jesus!”) 
  

And we wait for His return still.  And just as the Bible prophesies, some mock us for waiting! 
  



In life … some wait to find the just right person to marry.  Some wait for the blessing of a child 

… and then wait through the long nine months of pregnancy.  Some wait for God’s help … 

God’s healing.  Our Brother Colin Staples had waited so long for yesterday’s surgery and we 

pray the conclusion of a long battle with kidney stones.  Our Brother Ken Warren has waited so 

long for some real help for his debilitating back pain … and now a new surgery is just around 

the corner. 
  

We wait at traffic lights.  We wait in store lines.  We wait for someone’s return call.  We wait for 

the next vacation.  We wait for our food in the restaurant.  We wait … we wait … we wait … and 

for nearly all of us, waiting is NOT something we enjoy.  But, wait just a minute … the Bible 

never speaks of waiting as negative … but as a positive part of true faith!  In God’s Word we 

find that the implications of “waiting” are that to “wait” expresses our willingness to yield … to 

submit … to God’s perfect will and timing.  To wait is to express trust.  To wait is to be content 

with God’s provision for this moment.  To wait is to acknowledge that the Lord is doing 

something … right now … in me!  He is not absent.  He has not forgotten me, nor abandoned 

me.  This wait is part of His perfect plan, even and especially when we struggle to understand 

the wait! 
  

So  dear ones … we wait! 
  

“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His Word I do hope.  My soul waits for the Lord more 

than those who watch for the morning - yes, more than those who watch for the morning.”      

                                                                                                                                                        Psalm 130:5-6 NKJV 
  

“Wait patiently for the Lord! Wait confidently for Him!”   Psalm  37:7 NET 
  

“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”   

                                                                                                             Psalm 27:14 NIV 
  

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 

eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 KJV 
  

“The Lord is wonderfully good to those who wait for Him, to those who seek for Him.”  

                                                                                                                                     Lamentations 3:25 NIV 
  

“Now you have every grace and blessing; every spiritual gift and power for doing His will are 

yours during this time of waiting for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  1 Corinthians 1:7 LB 

  

The beautiful old prayer hymn, “Have Thine Own Way Lord,” begins this way… 

  

“Have Thine own way Lord, Have Thine own way!  Thou art the potter, I am the clay!  Mold me and make 

me, After Thy will, While I am waiting, Yielded and still.” 
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‘Waiting, yielded and still’ … and learning because I’m not always completely patient with 

waiting!   

 
Pastor Larry <>< 


