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“A Man Your Age” 
 

I hope this finds you all dug out, safe, and warm from our “Cathy’s Birthday Snow Storm.”  We 

had about 16” of snow at our house and I spent most of the day shoveling.  By evening, when 

finished … I was exhausted.  A hot shower, a hot cup of cocoa and I was ready to relax a bit 

and watch the news. 
  

Just then the phone rang and a dear friend I work with in some Southern PA District of the 

Church of the Brethren ministry was on the phone.  The dialog went like this: 
  

“Hi Brother Larry, how are you tonight? 

  

“Fine, just came in from outside, shoveled most of the day.  But I had a hot shower and a hot 

cup of cocoa and I’m just settling in to relax.” 
  

(with genuine concern in his voice)  “Oh Larry, a man of your age shouldn’t be doing all that 

shoveling!” 
  

Ouch!!  That’s a line I never expected to hear!  “A man of your age.”  I don’t feel old.  Oh sure, 

there are aches and pains of aging.  Of course I’m not able to keep the non-stop pace I did as a 

younger man.  But I’m enjoying this “season” of life and am quite content at almost 66. 
  

I have a wonderful wife and we’re going to celebrate our 35th anniversary in a few weeks.  Two 

great children.  4 grandchildren I adore.  An amazing Church Family at Bermudian that I’ve had 

the privilege to serve for 26 years now.  I’m in my 45th year serving the Lord as a Church of the 

Brethren minister … what a privilege!  I’ve able to serve as mentor for a number of young 

ministers who I can share with from my experience.  I love studying God’s Word and preaching 

& teaching.  I’ve got more than enough of the “stuff” of life … I’m comfortable & well fed.  I’m 

healthy.  I’ve lost 50 pounds in the last year that has helped me feel much better. 
  

There are “seasons” in all our lives.  The “seasons” differ as surely as the real seasons.  

There are blessings & challenges in every “season!”  But the constant “in season and out of 

season” is your Lord’s Presence & love!  
  

For me there was a “season” of not following the Lord as closely as I should.  In this season I 

made some poor choices and really let some folks and my Lord down.  That was a season I 

don’t like to recall. 
  

There was a season of education, when I pastored the North Liberty, IN CoB and drove 2 hours 

one way, 2 or 3 days a week into Bethany Theological Seminary in Chicago.  That was a ‘young 

man’s season’ I don’t think I could do today. 
  



A “season” of raising children … hard work … precious memories.  A “season” of church 

planting when I preached at Bermudian then drove to Lake View our daughter church to preach. 

 That was another ‘high energy required’ “season.” 

  

Now this “season.”  Cathy’s health has been a challenge but the Lord has blessed me with good 

health to take care of her.  “Retirement” is a word to think about and plan for … but that’s for 

(Lord willing) a “season” yet to come! 
  

What about you?  What “season” of life are you in?  Are you enjoying the blessings & 

challenges of this particular “season?”  Do you feel the Lord’s Presence as you face the 

challenges?  Do you feel His joy as you cherish the blessings?  Are you keeping a record, in 

your heart & mind (for sure), and perhaps in journals and/or scrapbooks of the Lord’s 

faithfulness throughout the “seasons” of your life? 

  

“A man of my age” is reminding you to be very thankful for the Lord’s love & Presence in the 

“season” you are living through right now; and in every “season” to proclaim the Lord’s love and 

the trustworthiness of His Word! 

  

“…preach the Word of God urgently at all times, whenever you get the chance, in season and 

out, when it is convenient and when it is not. Correct and rebuke your people when they 

need it, encourage them to do right, and all the time be feeding them patiently with God’s 

Word.” 

                                                                                                                                 2 Timothy 4:2 LB 
  

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens….  (God) has 

made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no 

one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”   Ecclesiastes 3:1, 11 NIV 
  

A man of my age is sending his love & blessings your way!  Pastor Larry <>< 

  

 


