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From February 5-11 a group of 12 men from Bermudian spent the week in Columbia, SC 
serving with Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM).  BDM goes into an area where there 
has been a disaster, after the initial disaster response, and sets up a long term recovery 
project using volunteers from Brethren churches, under the direction of trained 
leadership, to work on rebuilding & repairing damaged homes.  It truly is a wonderful 
ministry, with sacrificing volunteers accomplishing amazing things in Jesus’ name!  
  

In October 2015 two Tropical Storms merged over the SC area dropping over 17 inches 
of rain.  Flooding exceeded the “1000 Year Flood” levels.  The homes we were helping 
to rebuild were of low income families that weren’t in the best of shape to begin with, but 
were severely damaged by the wind & rain of two tropical storms which merged over the 
South Carolina area in October 2015.  As our groups arrived, we were placed in our 
temporary housing for the week… 
  
  

Dainty 

A Brethren Disaster Ministries Mission Trip 2017 Memory 
  

Our dorm style “home base” was the Youth Building of Cornerstone Presbyterian 

Church.  It was very nice, comfortable accommodations.  BDM had set up the building 

with two dorm areas with portable partitions made out of tarp material on PVC pipe 

frames and some very comfortable bunk beds.  There were beds for 13 men in our 

area.  My only fear as I surveyed who would be sleeping around me … (son John above; 

Roy Thompson & Keith Eisenhart in the bunk to my right; Warren Beck to my left; Gary 

Shive at my feet; others in the room including Mike Neff, Joe Martin & Jeff Staub) … my 

only fear was the dreaded … snoring!  I’ve been in situations like this that have been 

dreadful!  And there were some big guys around me.  Should have packed some ear 

plugs! 
  

Now Cathy says that I don’t snore … she says I “put.”  I don’t like that!  The only thing I 

associate with “put” is green and yellow and goes “put,put,put,put.” 
  

As we got settled in for our first night of sleep I noticed that several “suspects” were 

unpacking their C-Pap machines.  Ahhhh!  Maybe this won’t be so bad after all.  Then I 

noticed … “Oh no!” … Gary Shive doesn’t have a C-Pap!  Gary’s a big guy!  I bet he can 

snore like a freight train.  I settled in expecting the worse. 
  

But I was pleasantly surprised!  In the morning we teased about it.  I said, “I was really 

expecting Gary to be a BIG snorer … but he wasn’t … he just had a little … kind of 

dainty snore!”  Well, everyone got hold of that!  “Dainty!”  That became Gary’s new 

handle.  And I doubt if in all of his life that Gary has ever been called “Dainty” about 

anything! 

  



We are so quick to “judge” people even before we get to know them.  They’re from a 

different place, or they have a personality that rubs you the wrong way, or they talk too 

much, or they’re too shy, or they seem to ‘know it all.’  They are too conservative, or too 

liberal.  They think differently than me.  We can find a million reasons to judge people. 

 Even as we were out on this Brethren Disaster Ministries project it was easy to fall into a 

mindset to ‘judge’ those we were ministering to! 
  

But the Bible tells us to only ‘see’ people as Christ sees them.  Each of them … every 

one you know … every one you meet … is a sinner, deeply loved by God, in need of 

salvation thru Christ, who Christ died for … JUST LIKE YOU!  When we come to this 

way of looking at people we won’t be so quick to jump to conclusions … to judge. 
  

I know I don’t want someone to judge me, an IH diehard, because I sound like a John 

Deere when I snore!  And Gary doesn’t want anyone to judge him, thinking that he surely 

has a big man snore, when in fact he has a dainty snore! 
  

When we see others through Jesus’ eyes … we may find a friend.  A fellow believer on 

the journey of faith.  A lost one, dear to Christ, who needs to know how much they are 

loved.  This is the way Christ would have us relate to others.  This isn’t just a nice 

suggestion for how to relate to others … it is our calling!  And in this world of alienation & 

division, there is certainly nothing dainty about that! 
  
 
“So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we 

thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now!  

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is 

gone; a new life has begun! 

 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to Himself through Christ. And God 

has given us this task of reconciling people to Him.” 

                                                                                       2 Corinthians 5:16-18 NLT 

Putting along…    
 

Pastor Larry <>< 

  


