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Stampede! 

With apologies to Jeff Foxworthy, 
  

“You might be the pastor of a rural church if you get caught in a 
stampede on your morning drive to work!” 
  

Yesterday morning on my morning drive from Lake Meade to the Church, I came upon 

backed up … stopped … traffic on Davidsburg RD.  Odd?  This doesn’t happen very 

often?  Ever?  A big FedEx truck was at the front of a line about four vehicles long … 

blocking my view.  We were stopped near the old Renoll homestead.  The FedEx driver 

was out of his truck looking up towards Red Run Church, but I couldn’t see what he was 

looking at.  Had there been an accident up the road? 

  

Then he got back in his truck and started to turn the truck around in the intersection … 

and then … I saw what was causing the backup!  Cattle!  Up by Red Run Church.  Lots 

of cattle!  All over the road … in the field on the Julius side … in the Red Run parking lot 

… lots of cattle.  On the other side of the blockage was another line of stopped cars 

heading my way.  People were out of their cars and some guys were trying to “shoo” the 

cattle off the road.  Not sure where this “herd” had come from?  But they had obviously 

been having fun!  Covered with mud … and other assorted farm substances … they had 

the road covered with mud … and other assorted farm substances … as well. 
  

Then it happened!  One of the “Shooers” must have gotten their attention and the herd 

took off running … towards me … and the line of cars waiting on our side.  Here they 

came!  Full bore!  Covering the entire width of the road and both sides.  It’s … it’s … a 

stampede! 
  

The herd came thundering by us … splitting as they got to our cars … cattle passing 

within inches of both sides of my truck.  The mud … and other assorted farm 

substances, was flying.  My truck shook from their passing.  At first I was startled and a 

little afraid what might happen if one of them plowed into our stopped vehicles, but then I 

just started laughing.  It’s like a scene out of an old western movie!  When they passed 

there were chunks of mud … and other assorted farm substances … on my hood and 

windshield.  Interesting start to my day! 
  

Have you ever felt like you are facing the wrong way towards an oncoming stampede?  

Trying to truly live as a Christian in our culture and world today can certainly feel like 

that!  The political divisions of our day, the lostness of our American culture, the turning 

of so many from trusting God’s Word as our infallible rule of faith & practice!!!  It can 

leave us feeling a bit overwhelmed.  Lookout!  Stampede! 
  



And what’s a person to do?  How is one to stand?   
  

1. Well first we must stand firm on God’s Word.  Now truth is, nearly all who call 

themselves “Christian” would say that they are doing that.  The most liberal “Believers” I 

know say that.  But aren’t always doing it.  And the most conservative “Believers” I know 

say that.  But aren’t always doing it.  And though I say it loudly … truth is I fall short of 

this too often as well.  Saying & doing are VERY different.  Will I believe, and obey God’s 

Word even if it calls me to a direction I don’t want to go?  Will I be obedient to Scripture 

even if it flies in the face of my culture?  Even if I’m made fun of?  Even if it causes me to 

break the laws of my land?  Even if it may lead me to suffering?  God’s Word is 

trustworthy and true, is always with our good at heart, and God desires our obedience.  

The push to discredit & disregard God’s Word is stampeding toward you!  Stand firm! 
  

2. Just live it!  And old sage once said, “God never asks if you are successful, He just 

asks if you are faithful.”  This is not a time to be angry, to be lashing out, to be posting 

nasty things.  This is a time to just live it!  Just live according to Christ’s example & call. 

 Love enemies.  Forgive freely.  Witness boldly.  Pray mightily.  Serve graciously. 

 Worship wholeheartedly. The stampede is heading the wrong direction!  With face 

pointed fully in the right direction … just live it! 
  

3. We need to find brothers & sisters of “like precious faith” (2 Peter 1:1 KJV) to stand 

with us as we “contend” (Jude 1:3 KJV) for the truth.  Make sure you are building 

friendships with other Believers who desire to stand firm.  Are you regular in worship?  

Faithfully attending Sunday School?  Part of a prayer group at lunchtime at work?  A 

regular participant in a Bible Study group?  Participating in ministry with other believers?  

When the stampede is bearing down on you it’s so good to have other Brothers & 

Sisters by your side! 
  

“Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be 

strong.”  1 Corinthians 16:13 NLT 

  

“Now, the important thing is that your way of life should be 

as the Gospel of Christ requires, so that, whether or not I am 

able to go and see you, I will hear that you are standing firm 

with one common purpose and that with only one desire you 

are fighting together for the faith of the Gospel.”  Philippians 1:27 GNT 

  

The stampede is coming!  YeeeeHaw!   
  

Pastor Larry <>< 

  


