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Mad!!!!!!!!! 
 

When is the last time you got mad?  I mean foot stompin’ – door slammin’ mad?  For me 

it doesn’t happen very often but recently it did.  I got really mad … furious … boiling mad 

at a change of plans.  Said some things … did some things … that I shouldn’t have.  Do 

you have trouble picturing me like that?  Good!  It’s not the way I want folks to think of 

Larry! 
  

The Old Testament mentions God’s anger (or wrath) numerous times in His relationship 

with Israel, and about His anger over sin. Jesus got mad.  We have the record of His 

cleansing of the Temple.  Mad!  Harsh words!  Knocking over tables!  Driving people out 

of the Temple with a whip!  Mad!  Whew!  That’s not the way we normally picture Jesus 

is it?!  In Jesus’ case His anger was righteous!  The outer courts of the Temple in 

Jerusalem were known as the ‘Courtyard of the Gentiles.’  This was as close to the Holy 

of Holies … or God’s Presence … that a non-Jewish person could come.  In fact it was 

by design to be a place where non-Jewish people could come near to meet the One 

True God.  But by Jesus’ day it had become a farmer’s market.  ‘Need your Roman coin 

changed to temple coin to make a Temple offering?’  ‘We can help you with that!  For a 

small transaction fee we’ll be happy to exchange your coins.’  ‘You’re bringing a lamb for 

sacrifice?  Step right up, one of our official Temple Sacrifice Inspectors will take a good 

look at your lamb to make sure it is good enough for sacrifice.  Oh … too bad!  This lamb 

has a slight defect on its little leg.  I’m sorry, you certainly can’t use that for sacrifice!  But 

right over here we have some wonderful ‘certified perfect’ lambs that have been raised 

right here in the fields by Bethlehem.  What?  The price seems exorbitant?  But they’re 

‘certified!’  Nothing too good for Yahweh … right?!’  And so this Divine Worship place 

had become a place for hucksters!  Vendors calling!  Animals crying!  Not a very 

worshipful place!  Is it any wonder Jesus was so mad? 

  

“When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out 

the people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the 

money changers and the chairs of those selling doves, and He stopped everyone from 

using the Temple as a marketplace.  
 
He said to them, ‘The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple 

will be called a house of prayer for all nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of 

thieves.’”  Mark 11:15-17 NLT 

  

But now let’s be honest.  Usually when we get mad it is not so righteous.  I have some 

liberal/progressive friends who are still hopping mad about the election!  Some of their 

words and posts embarrass me.  These from committed Christians?  But if anyone had 

seen me storming around … they might have been embarrassed about me too. 
  



Anger is usually followed by remorse for letting anger get us out of control.  And anger 

certainly doesn’t mesh with the way of peace, the way of holiness, that our Lord calls us 

to!  But anger does seem to be part of the human condition doesn’t it?  And the Bible 

doesn’t say that feeling angry is wrong … it says what we do with our anger can be 

wrong.  So here are some Biblical tips for our times of anger. 

1. Never let your anger move you to violence. 

“When you are angry, do not sin….”  Ephesians 4:26 NCV 

2. If you have trouble with on-going anger … over & over … regularly losing 

control.  Be honest about the problem and get some help.  Talk to a pastor or 

counselor or a close friend.  This is not the way God would have you live! 

“An angry person doesn’t do what God approves of.”  James 1:20 GW 

3. Don’t get stuck in your anger.  After a blow-up … quickly re-focus yourself. 

“And don’t stay angry. Don’t go to bed angry. Don’t give the Devil that kind of foothold in 

your life.”  Ephesians 4:26, 27 Message 

4. Keep short accounts.  If you’ve hurt someone with your outburst … apologize 

quickly.  It really doesn’t matter if you were right or wrong about a given issue … 

apologize for your outburst.  Apologize for words that wound!  Apologize for 

actions that hurt!  Confess (repent) to the Lord for letting your anger get the best 

of you. 

“Suppose you are offering your gift at the altar. And you remember that your brother or 

sister has something against you. Leave your gift in front of the altar. First go and make 

peace with them. Then come back and offer your gift.”  Matthew 5:23, 24 NIrV 

5. Remember!  Our Lord … whose anger is Righteous when it happens … has 

promised to be angry for us when it is justified!  Good news!  You don’t need to 

be … He’ll take care of it! 

“Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you 

are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.  
 
Dear friends, never take 

revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, ‘I will take 

revenge; I will pay them back, says the Lord.’”     Romans 12:17-19 NLT 
  

So there you have it!  Confessions of a mad man!  Please forgive my shortcomings!  Be 

careful out there with your anger!  You and I are not Jesus!  Let’s leave the righteous 

anger to Him!  OK?      
  
Pastor Larry <>< 

 


