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Clearly 
  

It was one of those funny little moments that just made us all laugh.  We were driving 

along: Cathy, Jes (my daughter), grandson Jericho (age 7) and I.  It was just a random 

conversation … a “what if?” kind of speculation.  Jes is a single Mom and she and 

Jericho live with us, but she’s been thinking about the “how?” and the “when?” and the 

“where?” of re-establishing herself and getting her own apartment for she & Jericho. 

 This wasn’t any kind of conversation about something that is going to happen soon. 

 Just very random dreaming, considering, as we were driving along.  She was saying 

that she would like to consider the Dover area.  Then we all were ‘chiming in’ about the 

pluses and minuses of the Dover area.  “It would be closer to Uncle John.”  “It would be 

close to church.”  “It would still be a reasonable drive for her two jobs.”  “If Cathy & I 

move to a retirement development we’ve been considering it will be in the Dover area.” 

 Then the subject of Jericho’s school came up.  Jes shared that she really wants to keep 

Jericho in the Bermudian Springs schools.  And then, very simply, Jes made the 

comment, 

  

“I really want to keep him in Bermudian Springs, so if I have to I’ll just ship him off to 

there each day.” 

  

From the back seat … came a quiet … somewhat timid … kind of nervous little voice… 

  

“Ship me?” 

  

We immediately all started to laugh.  Poor Jericho!  Listening to this conversation, this 

bantering around.  Had this mental picture of being stuffed in a box and “shipped” to 

school each day!  Loaded on the FedEx truck … “shipped” to school! 

  

Well after we explained to Jericho what Mom had meant by “shipped” – that he wouldn’t 

be able to ride the bus but would need to be driven to school each day – he relaxed. 

  

It got me thinking about how easily it is to be misunderstood.  In conversations with 

family and friends and co-workers and even in this day of social media and email 

“conversation” we must be especially careful to clearly say what we mean!  Jesus said 

that a mark of the Christian is that they speak honestly and forthrightly! 

  

“Whatever you have to say let your ‘yes’ be a plain ‘yes’ and 

your ‘no’ a plain ‘no’—anything more than this has a taint of 

evil.”  Matthew 5:37 Phillips 



  

Many misunderstandings and arguments may be avoided by speaking clearly.  And even 

in disagreements, speaking simply and clearly is always best.  Don’t ’beat-around-the 

bush.’  Don’t play games with your words.  Say what you mean … mean what you say.   

  

And another area where this comes into play is to “say” it when you are feeling 

something!  Don’t assume the other person really knows how you feel.  Speak clearly 

words of love to your spouse and NEVER use words that hurt or berate!  Express clearly 

words of friendship and appreciation.  Affirm clearly the good in your children, and when 

correction is needed, be firm and clear about the wrong that they’ve done while also 

being clear to them that you love them, believe in them, and expect better from them.  

Sprinkle your conversation with heartfelt: “thank you,” “I appreciate you,” “I love you,”  

“you mean the world to me,” “what can I do for you?” 

  

“Let your speech at all times be gracious and pleasant….” 

Colossians 4:6 AMP 

  

A good reminder for today and everyday!  I wouldn’t want your relationships to get 

“shipped” to the wrong place! 

  

Clearly … appreciating YOU!   Pastor Larry <>< 

  


