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WEDNESDAY’s WORD – a midweek thought from Pastor Larry M. Dentler 
to share a word of inspiration … encouragement … challenge … a smile … in the middle of your week 
December 28 in the year of our Lord  2016  -  #678      THE THIRD DAY OF CHRISTMAS       
  

“Pa Rum Pum Pum Pum” 
  

I pray you are enjoying the Christmas season and being blessed!  Even though I saw 

one of my neighbors have their Christmas tree down and to the curb on the day after 

Christmas … I trust you know that “Christmas” goes from Christmas Day until January 6 

which is Epiphany, marking the visit of the Wise Men to see Jesus.  The song “The 

Twelve Days of Christmas” is not about the 12 days leading up to December 25th, rather 

it celebrates the 12 days from December 26 to January 6.  So please don’t put your 

“Merry” away!  And please continue to enjoy and reflect upon the Wonderful Gift. 

  

In that spirit, I’d like to share a bit today about a popular children’s Christmas Carol, “The 

Little Drummer Boy,” originally titled “Carol of the Drum.”  The author, Katherine Davis 

was a composer & music teacher from Missouri.  She was well known for her very 

intricate musical compositions but has become best known for this simple little song.  

  

It was the days of the Great Depression and the rise of Nazi Germany.  Katherine was 

so deeply concerned about suffering all around the world and it broke her heart to see 

the children she was teaching have nothing for Christmas.  And she came to understand 

that a simple gift given truly in love was more ‘valuable’ than an expensive gift given 

without thought from a wealthy person.  She thought how much she loved the simple 

hug of love & thanks from one of her poor students, and how she cherished that hug 

more deeply than the fine scarf given without much emotion from a wealthy family.  She 

sat down at her piano and penned the simple Carol of the little boy with nothing give to 

baby Jesus but a tune from his little drum. 

  

None of the music publishers who published Katherine’s other works were interested in 

the little song.  Finally after some years the Trapp Family Singers (who would later 

become famous in the musical about them, “The Sound of Music”) recorded the song in 

1951, but it went widely unnoticed.  In 1958 a music arranger, Harry Simeone found 

“The Carol of the Drum” and wanted to use it for a Choral piece he was arranging.  With 

Katherine’s blessing he changed the song to allow the voices to become the drum beat, 

“Pa Rum Pum Pum Pum.”  Released as a choral anthem the song made it to the Top 40 

on the Rock and Roll charts alongside Elvis Presley’s “Hard Headed Woman,” and the 

Coasters, “Yakety Yak.”  Since then the song has been recorded by an amazing array 

of  artists, from all styles of music,  including: Bing Crosby, Ray Conniff, Johnny Cash, 

Andy Williams, The Supremes, Lou Rawls, Stevie Wonder, Jimi Hendrix, The 

Temptations, Ray Charles, Manheim Steamroller, New Kids on the Block, Glenn 

Campbell, Chicago, Boyz II Men, Celtic Woman, REO Speedwagon, The Black Eyed 

Peas, Pentatonix and Earth, Wind & Fire … and Veggie Tales! 

  



Katherine Davis died in 1980 and left the royalties from all her compositions … including 

“The Little Drummer Boy” to Wellesley’s College of Music for scholarships for those who 

otherwise could not afford to study music at the renowned school.  Her simple little song 

… about a simple little gift … continues to bless! 

  

Sometimes you may feel as though you can’t make a difference.  You can!  Your simple 

“gifts” of love, grace, care, friendship, comfort, encouragement, support … at 

Christmastime and always … can make more difference than you can imagine!  Touch 

someone TODAY with the drumbeat of Christ’s love! 

  

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 NIV 

  

“Pa Rum Pum Pum Pum!”  Pastor Larry <>< 

  


