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“…there arose such a clatter…” 
  

Sometimes I surprise even myself with some of the dumb stunts I pull!  Last Thursday 

was one of those days.  Do you remember last Thursday?  The high for the day was in 

the teens, and the winds were howling.  Cold! 
  

Thursday is my day off, and one of my chores is laundry.  I had washed several loads … 

perma-press and whites … the perma-press were hung and the whites were in the dryer 

and a load of towels was just finishing up in the washer.  Then came my brilliant idea. 
  

Remembering our days when we lived in Indiana and Cathy was famous for hanging out 

her laundry in ALL kinds of weather.  I would open a path to the clothesline with the 

snow blower!  I thought … even though it’s brutally cold … the wind is really blowing … I 

bet those towels would dry on the line … and smell wonderful! 
  

Our clothesline is one of those retractable reels.  One end is attached to the house and 

the other to the light pole at the end of the sidewalk.  This makes the line easily 

accessible for Cathy when she wants to hang things out.  Well, after freezing my fingers 

to the very bone … I had a clothes line full of towels flapping wildly in the wind.  They 

looked so pretty!  So old school!  How thrifty of me!  And Cathy would just love the fresh 

smell of the line dried towels!  With that I was off to other chores. 
  

It was a little while later when it happened!  “Out on the lawn there arose such a 

clatter” as the famous Clement Moore Christmas poem goes.  Well, actually this was a 

little more than a “clatter.”  There was a “boom” and a “bang” … it sounded a little as 

though there was a horrible Interstate Highway crash just outside.  “I sprang from my 

(work) to see what was the matter.”  (Sorry … can’t help myself!)  “When what to my 

wondering eyes should appear???”   The clothes line reel had been ripped from the 

side of the house!  Pulled the screws right out of the wall!  The other end was still 

connected to the light pole, but the clothes line, now full of frozen solid towels that acted 

like a huge sail … had caught the gusty wind and was now on to the roof of the garage. 

 Yep … on the roof! 
  

I hope there weren’t any neighbors watching as I, hand over hand, pulled the clothesline 

down from the roof and took one hard as a board frozen towel at a time off the 

clothesline.  I’m sure I would have been red-faced embarrassed if my face hadn’t turned 

ashen blue from frostbite! 
  

Defeated … I surveyed the damage to the house, and leaned the board like frozen 

towels around the living and dining rooms to thaw. 
  



2000+ years ago, unnoticed to most of the world, a Baby was born and placed in a feed 

trough in a small Judean village.  While to most … this was an insignificant event … in 

reality this was an event about to rip the status quo from the wall of the world!  This Baby 

was the Living God in flesh & blood!  Come to dwell among us so that we might know 

salvation, restoration, peace with God!  It was a moment when the Grace & Love of God 

the Father was going to soar in ways no one could imagine!  And for all of us who open 

our heart’s doors to the Grace of our God, and the embrace of Jesus’ Love … well things 

would never be the same.  A few years later the Baby, now grown, would stretch out His 

arms and be nailed to an old rugged cross on a Jerusalem hillside, and three days after 

that … once again status quo would be shaken when the dead Man walked from the 

tomb defeating the enemy death for all His children!  Days later He would return to His 

place of Glory in Heaven.  He soared Home!  And 50 days later a mighty wind would 

blow as His Holy Spirit would come to indwell those who give Him their lives.  And one 

day soon … many of us believe not so far away … He’s coming again and once again 

the whole world will be shaken! 
  

In a few days we celebrate that birth.  Oh dear friends …don’t treat it in your minds and 

hearts as too many do … as some sweet little tale.  It’s was an earthshaking moment!  A 

wall ripping truth!  A soaring love!  And because of that Baby you may find the dirty 

laundry of your sin blown away!  Let your heart take sail … and truly celebrate! 
  

“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!” 

  

“Christ became human flesh and lived among us. We saw His 

shining-greatness. This greatness is given only to a much-loved 

Son from His Father. He was full of loving-favor and truth.” 

                                                                                                                                                    John 1:14 NLV 

  

From Pastor Larry & Cathy come wishes for you & yours to have a very blessed & 

Christ-full Christmas!  <>< 

  


