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Mine! 
 
Our family has a set of Pfaltzgraff dinner plates in a quilt pattern style that we use for 

everyday.  A couple of them have a basket motif, one a quilt block pattern, and one has 

a star motif.  That “star plate” has become an issue!  And it has become a bit of a game. 

 If I’m setting the table I always set the star plate at my place.  Seven year old Jericho, 

when he comes to the table, quickly spies it and trades it so that he has the star plate. 

 Meema (Cathy) plays along and pretends that she really wants it.  Jericho insists that it 

is his.  We have a lot of fun bantering over the star plate.   
  

But one interesting thing about the star plate is that it is imperfect.  Like much of the 

Pfaltzgraff that Cathy and I have collected over the years, it was a ‘second’ … imperfect. 

 It has a bump on the bottom that keeps it from setting flat.  You can spin it with the 

touch of a finger from your mashed potatoes to your peas.  It wobbles. 
  

Last week one night the star plate debate came to an end.  After a playful round 

between Meema & Jericho over who would use the star plate that night … Jericho got 

real quiet.  When we all turned to see what he was doing, we saw that he had turned the 

plate over, and in his first grade scrawl, he had written his name on the back of the plate 

with a permanent Sharpie.  The J was backwards.  Then the “e” and the “r.”  Then he 

had to go to a second line for the “i-c-h-o.”  He beamed a wide smile as he held the plate 

for us all to see.  We all made an appropriate fuss.  The plate was now marked … it 

belonged to Jericho!  Imperfections and all! 
  

Your life is marked!  By the one who wants to own you.  He knows you and all your 

imperfections and still loves you and desires you.  He calls you by name.  He loves you 

and forgives you.  It is His holy desire to bless you, love you, guide you, use you to 

serve.  What God said to Israel, He says to you. 
  

“Now this is what the Lord says. He created you, people of Jacob; He formed you, people 

of Israel. He says, ‘Don’t be afraid, because I have saved you. I have called you by name, 

and you are mine.’”  Isaiah 43:1 NCV 
  

And in a later Isaiah reference God speaks of His love for the Holy City of Jerusalem, 

and in this Old Testament reference I see Jesus portrayed, arms out stretched on the 

Cross of Calvary for your sin … for mine.  The very nails penetrating flesh, bone and 

muscle will be an eternal reminder to me of His love for me! 
  



“See I have engraved your name on my hands, you are never far from my thoughts.”  Isaiah 

49:16  Larry’s paraphrase   

 

So if you are feeling unwanted … unloved … unneeded … unnecessary … please know 

that the Lord loves you so much that He wrote your name in the palms of His hands. 

 And has placed His Holy Spirit into your heart as a “mark” that you are His!  And let no 

one debate that!  I belong to Him!  You belong to Him!  Imperfections and all! 

 

 

Pastor Larry <>< 

  


