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Seriously Now… 
 
Today’s WEDNESDAY’s WORD is not funny.  No great story from my life or about my 

grandchildren.  You see in the last week we have had two families on our prayer list who 

have lost loved ones to suicide.  I had the funeral for one of those on Monday, a young 

man named Andrew, just 26 years old.  I’m also sharing in ministry with several other 

persons right now who are feeling rather hopeless.  Over my 44 years in ministry I have 

conducted funerals for several persons who have taken their own lives.  Certainly, those 

are among the most difficult funerals to officiate, and surely, those are among the 

hardest moments for a family! 
  

A person gets to a place where they feel no hope.  They have no hope for the future.  No 

hope for tomorrow.  No hope for their situation to get better.  The Bible records several 

of these hopeless moments.  King Saul felt absolutely hopeless as he was under attack 

by the surging Philistines, and took his own life. (1 Samuel 31)  Samson felt completely 

hopeless with his eyes gouged out by the Philistines and took his own life, and the lives 

of many of the Philistines, when he brought down their temple by his own sheer strength. 

(Judges 16).  And of course Judas Iscariot felt overwhelming hopelessness when he 

realized what his betrayal of Jesus had done, and went out in despair and took his own 

life. (Matthew 27) 
  

Hopelessness!  Our world seems full of it today.  The threat of terrorism.  Crumbling 

economies.  Pervasive perversion.  Broken political systems.  Health issues.  

Relationship struggles.  Work stress.  Family problems.  Financial distress.  In our own 

nation we are in a midst of the most divisive presidential election ever, with two 

candidates, neither of whom seems like the caliber of individual we would hope for the 

great office of President of the United States.  It’s not surprising that many people feel 

anxious!  And some feel without hope. 
  

But here’s my point today.  There IS hope!  And there really is only one place for REAL 

hope to come from … and that of course is our Lord Jesus Christ!  When one finds their 

hope in the Lord, then they can weather the storms that buffet them.  It DOES NOT 

mean that if we are walking with Christ we won’t have trouble.  It DOES mean that Jesus 

gives us hope to face the trouble.  Hope in His love for us!  Hope in His Presence with 

us!  Hope for His guidance through difficult times!  Hope for overcoming hopeless 

seeming situations. 
  

In the early 1800s a simple British cabinet maker named Edward Mote, covered with 

sawdust, jotted down the words to a hymn that he would later share with a friend’s wife 

as she was dying.  The hymn so filled the dying woman with hope that he had the hymn 



printed and distributed.  That great hymn is “The Solid Rock.”  As we sing it today, even 

though it is so familiar, pay attention as if hearing it for the first time, to what it affirms 

about hope. 

  

1. My hope is built on nothing less, Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  I dare not 

trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
  

Refrain:  On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand, All other 

ground is sinking sand. 
  

2. When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace.  In every high 

and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. 
  

3. His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood.  When all 

around my soul gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay. 
  

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found!  Dressed in 

His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the Throne! 
  
Words by Edward Mote (1797-1874) / Music by William B. Bradbury.  Public Domain 
  

Dear ones!  If you are feeling hopeless today … for any reason … about any situation … 

find your true Hope in the One who loves YOU so very, very much and has promised 

never to leave you nor forsake you!  And look around your circle of family, friends, co-

workers, neighbors today.  Is there someone who is feeling hopeless?  A visit … a call 

… a text … a message … a hug … a gift … an expression of the love & hope of Christ 

… just might be life saving today! 

  

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead,
 
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 

in heaven for you,
 
who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 

salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 
In all this you greatly rejoice, though 

now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.”  1 Peter 1:3-6 NIV 

  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”   

                                                                                                         Jeremiah 29:11 NIV. 
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