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Following Jesus 
 

Last weekend the 44 congregations of the Southern PA District of the Church of the 

Brethren met for District Conference at Buffalo Valley Church of the Brethren in 

Mifflinburg.  As always it is a great time of fellowship, business and worship together! 
  

Our Moderator, Brother Chris Elliott had chosen the theme for the weekend, “Jesus said, 

Follow Me.”  On Friday night we were blessed by a powerful message from Brother 

Galen Heckman.  Galen is Interim Pastor of the Florin Church of the Brethren near Mt. 

Joy, for many years was pastor of the Ephrata Church of the Brethren, and as a young 

man he and his wife served as missionaries in Nigeria with EYN where he taught at Kulp 

Bible College.  Brother Galen told a wonderful story in his sermon from his days in 

Nigeria.  It has really stuck with me since then. 
  

As a young missionary at Kulp, Galen and his wife had a car.  Not many of the local folks 

had automobiles.  One day as they were preparing for a shopping trip to the larger city, 

Jos, one of the local men came up and asked, “May I follow you?”  Galen thought it was 

a strange request, but said to the man that of course it was OK for him to follow them.  

With that the brother climbed into the back seat of their car! 
  

When we say that we are “followers” of Jesus … what do we really mean by that?  Are 

we still living life pretty much as we desire, only allowing Christ’s guidance to influence 

us when it is convenient?  Or are we “climbing into the car with Jesus?”  I’m afraid that 

too often Larry has been out running ahead of Jesus … doing my own thing … following 

my plans and dreams … satisfying Larry’s desires.  But really, to truly “follow” Jesus is to 

allow Him to lead, to guide, to show the way, to plot the course, to make the map.  
  

Perhaps today you need to pause a moment and as our GPS is apt to say, 

“recalibrating” … and truly … I mean truly … to allow Jesus to lead the way.  Jesus says, 

“Follow Me!” … and we climb into the back seat to see exactly where He is going to lead 

us to! 
  

The old hymn says it pretty well. 
  

1) I can hear my Savior calling; I can hear my Savior calling; I can hear my Savior 

calling; “Take thy cross and follow, follow Me.” 
  

Refrain: Where He leads me I will follow; Where He leads me I will follow; Where He 

leads me I will follow; I’ll go with Him, with Him, all the way. 
  



2) I’ll go with Him through the judgment; I’ll go with Him through the judgment; I’ll go with 

Him through the judgment; I’ll go with Him, with Him, all the way. 
  

3) He will give me grace and glory; He will give me grace and glory; He will give me 

grace and glory; And go with me, with me, all the way. 
  
Words by E.W. Blandy / Music by John S. Norris.  Public Domain 

  

“With all your heart you must trust the Lord and not your own judgment.  Always let Him 

lead you, and He will clear the road for you to follow.” 

                                                                                                                                            Proverbs 3:5-6 CEV 

  

“Show me your paths and teach me to follow; guide me by Your truth and instruct me. 

 You keep me safe, and I always trust You.                Psalm 24:4-5 CEV 
  
 

Pastor Larry <>< 

  


