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Well it’s VBS Week 2016 at Bermudian Church of the Brethren and we are in the midst of 

another wild & wonderful VBS.  The place has been hopping!  Alive with babies!  Vibrating with 

excited children!  The Jr/Sr High Youth class alone has about 30 youth each night!  Nearly 40 in 

the adult class.  There’s something very wonderful about seeing the sanctuary nearly filled to 

capacity with babies to children to youth to adults … praising the Lord to the vibrant music of 

VBS!  Sister Sandy Billet told me, “I’ve been to a lot of Vacation Bible Schools in a lot of places 

through the years but I’ve never seen anything like this!”  It takes a small ‘army’ of volunteers to 

pull off Bible School like we do it at Bermudian.  Thanks to ‘Generals’ Sue Mayle & Kayla Miller 

and to everyone who is sharing in this wonderful ministry!!! 

  

“One day some parents brought their little children to Jesus so He could touch and bless them. 

But when the disciples saw this, they scolded the parents for bothering Him.   Then Jesus called 

for the children and said to the disciples, ‘Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them!  For the 

Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.  I tell you the truth, anyone who 

doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.’”  Matthew 18:15-17 NLT 

  

Stuck! 

I was reading the other evening as Jericho (my 7 year old grandson) was playing nearby.  Out 

of the corner of my eye I began to realize that he was becoming upset about something.  I 

looked up to notice him working very intently at something.  Grunting!  But I couldn’t see what 

he was working so seriously on and turned back to my reading.  His sounds grew louder and I 

realized something was wrong.  I asked him and he said he was OK, but then I noticed it.  He 

was pulling, tugging, grunting, sighing, twisting, turning … with something in his hand.  He had 

his little finger stuck in a toy.  He couldn’t get it out.  I think he was embarrassed at first to admit 

it.  I asked if he was stuck?  Finally, sheepishly, he admitted he was.  By now he was near 

tears.  All the pulling & twisting had likely caused his little finger to be irritated and begin to 

swell, allowing the toy to tighten its grip. 

  

I asked if he wanted Pap’s help and finally he said yes.  We went to the bathroom and I filled the 

sink with warm water and squirted some liquid soap on both ends of the toy, then put his hand, 

stuck finger, toy and all in the warm water.  In just a minute or so, we could easily remove the 

stuck finger.  Jericho looked relieved and amazed.  He looked at me with those eyes that 

seemed to say, “My Pap is a genius,” and then ran off back to play. 

  

It got me thinking though of how we get ourselves “stuck” sometimes.  We wander down a path 

we shouldn’t, stick our noses in someplace we shouldn’t, open our big mouths in some way we 

shouldn’t, open our minds to influences we shouldn’t, drift into lifestyle choices we shouldn’t … 

and all of a sudden we’re “stuck.”  We twist and turn and grunt and groan … we’re so proud, 



and kind of ashamed, and we are confident we can get ourselves “unstuck.”  But the more we 

fuss at our situation the more “stuck” we become! 

  

But we have a Lord, who loves us so!  We have a Lord who is Mighty in power!  We have a Lord 

who is “The Great Unstucker!” 

  

“He reached down and drew me from the deep, dark hole where I was stranded, mired in the muck 

and clay. With a gentle hand, He pulled me out to set me down safely on a warm rock; He held me 

until I was steady enough to continue the journey again.”  Psalm 40:2 VOICE 

  

Are you “stuck” today?  In some difficult situation?  In the ‘quicksand’ of a bad decision?  In a 

place of loneliness or lostness?  In what seems a hopeless dilemma?  Know for certain that 

there is One extending a hand to you to help you get unstuck!   He loves you!  He knows how to 

get you unstuck!  He is willing!  He can do it!  He will! 

  

 
Pastor Larry <>< 


