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Corn Sweat? 
 
Perhaps you saw the article in Sunday’s York Sunday News.  It was copied there from USA 

Today.  The title of the article was, “Corn Sweat adds to heat misery in Midwest.”  Suddenly I 

have a new favorite expression for these hot, hot, dry days we are going through!  Corn Sweat!  

The research is from an Iowa State University extension agronomist, Mark Licht.  He explains 

that an acre of corn ‘sweats’ off about 3,000 to 4,000 gallons of water each day.  In Iowa with 

the massive fields of corn, that’s 49 to 56 billion gallons of water ‘sweated’ into the atmosphere 

each day.  That can raise the dew point 5 to 10 degrees thus raising the oppressive humidity 

that is accompanying this heat wave.  Corn Sweat!  Who knew? 

  

So now as I drive along on these hot, humid days, if I pass a big field of corn, I’m screaming at 

the top of my lungs, “Corn Sweat!”  Cathy hasn’t been impressed! 

  

In this weird, terrible election year we are suffering through, I think the ‘political humidity’ is 

rising to oppressive levels!   “Election Sweat!”  There doesn’t seem to be a candidate that 

conservative, evangelicals can fully embrace as “One of us!”  The rhetoric is virulent from both 

sides!  The hot air keeps pumping!  It reflects a mean spirited, in your face, kind of dialog that I 

see infecting not only our culture but too often the Church as well!   None of it reflects anything 

even remotely Christian as a way of behaving.  None of it!!!  Just like I get grouchy on a real hot 

humid day … our world and our nation seem to have gotten grouchy as the political humidity 

has risen!  Election Sweat! 

  

But just as the politicians’ hot air raises the political humidity to oppressive levels … Christians 

are to have just the opposite impact on culture.  We are to be the influence for civility.  For 

Christ-likeness.  A fresh cool breeze of the Holy Spirit in the midst of Election Sweat!  Called to 

be “salt” and “light,” we are to bring the salt like preserving effect of Truth.  We are to expose 

untruth like light in a dark corner.  And when everyone is looking everywhere but to the place we 

need to be looking for answers … we are to be the ones pointing consistently and always to 

Jesus!  This position will not likely be popular … nor politically correct … but it is who & where 

we are called to stand!   

  

Christ is not worried about the upcoming election.  He is not wringing His hands over it!  And 

first & foremost, as Christ followers, He is our Sovereign, our Ruler… so neither need we be 

wringing our hands, fretting, angrily yelling, stomping our feet, letting profanity flow from our 

lips.  First & foremost we “obey God rather than man.” (Acts 5:29) 

  

Only folks from Bermudian will understand what I’m saying when I share that sometimes when I 

get home from church Cathy will say, “You smell like church!”  We are called to spread the 

‘aroma’ of Christ in the stink of a rotting culture!  Maybe, “Christ Sweat!” 



  
 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 

is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.  You are the light 

of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it 

under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 
 
In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:13-16 NIV 

  

 “Thanks be to God who leads us, wherever we are, on His own triumphant way and makes our 

knowledge of Him spread throughout the world like a lovely perfume! We Christians have the 

unmistakable ‘scent’ of Christ, discernible alike to those who are being saved and to those who 

are heading for death. To the latter it seems like the very smell of doom, to the former it has the 

fresh fragrance of life itself.”  2 Corinthians 2:14-16 Phillips 

 
Pastor Larry <>< 


