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In His Arms 
 

Last Sunday was our annual All-Church Picnic.  It was, as always, a great day.  The 

famous Bermudian “Trash Can Meal” was delightful – special thanks to Steve Harlacker 

& crew!  And the ‘mile long’ smorgasbord of food was simply amazing!  We thank our 

Witness Commission for all the arrangements.  Out of the fun & fellowship of the day 

came a photo.  I posted it on Facebook … maybe you saw it.  Our oldest Bermudian 

member, Sister Pauline King (102) was smiling from ear to ear as she held our youngest 

Bermudian miracle, Abram Levi Gembe (3 weeks) – son of Jake & Pam Gembe, little 

brother of Hazel, grandson of Warren & Jean Beck.  Both Pauline & Abram are truly 

miracles of God’s blessing to Bermudian! 
  

If you know both of these dear ones the picture just invites you in.  The smile on Sister 

Pauline’s face … the sweet little Abram.  But then if you really dwell on the picture for 

long … you’ll notice something.  There are too many arms in the picture!  Pauline’s 

daughter, Sister Lois Breneman, crouched behind her mother, face out of the picture, but 

arms wrapped around to help Sister Pauline hold the tiny baby.  Lois was there just to 

support and protect. 
  

As that part of the picture became clear to me I was drawn to one of my favorite hymns, 

“Leaning On The Everlasting Arms.”  When I became the interim pastor of Oriental 

Church of the Brethren in 1978 – my first pastoral experience – the pianist for the tiny, 

struggling, rural congregation, Sister Kay, by her own admission wasn’t too good on the 

piano.  She marked the old “Great Hymns of the Faith” hymnal with the songs she 

knew.  It wasn’t too many!  But one she knew and loved, and the little congregation sang 

with great gusto, was “Leaning On The Everlasting Arms.”  Having grown up with the red 

1951 Brethren Hymnal which did not contain this hymn, “Leaning” was new to me.  But I 

came to love it and associate it with Oriental. 
  

Each congregation I’ve had the privilege to serve has one song that sticks out.  For my 

home church, Mechanicsburg, it will always be Sam Replogle leading, “Take My Hand 

and Lead Me Father” with the wonderful old refrain which was pasted in the cover of 

Mechanicsburg’s hymnal.  For Bermudian it is of course, “Wonderful Grace of Jesus.”  

For the new church I was privileged to help to plant, Lake View, it was the contemporary 

hymn by Avery & Marsh, “I Am The Church!  You Are The Church!  We Are The Church 

Together,” with the extra verse I wrote to celebrate our new beginning, “This fellowship’s 

called Lake View, We are a new beginning, And hand in hand and heart to heart, 

together we’re singing….”  And yes, for Oriental, it was Sister Kay beaming as she 

played to perfection with the tiny congregation singing from their hearts, “What a 

fellowship, what a joy Divine, Leaning on the everlasting arms!” 



  

The hymn draws its inspiration from one verse, Deuteronomy 33:27. 

  

“The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  NIV 

  

“The everlasting God is your place of safety, and His arms will hold you up forever.”  NCV 
  

“The eternal God is your shelter, and His everlasting arms support you.” GW  
  

“The eternal God is our hiding place; He carries us in His arms.”  CEV 

  

What a wonderful, wonderful image!  What a peace giving truth!  Your Strong God wraps 

His arms around you as you go about your daily life.  Do you have burdens that seem 

too big too carry?  His everlasting strong arms support you!  Do you have battles to fight 

that seem overwhelming?  His everlasting strong arms support you!  Do you have 

ministry to do for which you feel inadequate?  His everlasting strong arms support you!  

Brothers & Sisters … no matter what you are facing … lean! 

  

Let’s sing the hymn!  Let’s mean what we sing!  Let’s lean! 

  

1) What a fellowship, What a joy Divine, Leaning on the everlasting arms; What a 

blessedness, What a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
  

Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; Leaning, leaning, leaning on 

the everlasting arms. 
  

2) O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; O how bright 

the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
  

3) What have I to dread, What have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms.  I have 

blessed peace, With my Lord so near, Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
  
Words by Elisha Hoffman (1839-1929); Music by Anthony Showalter (1858-1924).  Public Domain. 
  
 

Pastor Larry <>< 

  


