
Bermudian Church of the Brethren 

WEDNESDAY’s WORD – a midweek thought from Pastor Larry M. Dentler 
to share a word of inspiration … encouragement … challenge … a smile … in the middle of your week 
July 6 in the year of our Lord 2016 - #655 
  

The Way! 
 

On Monday evening we took Jericho to see the new Disney / Pixar film, “Finding Dory.”  

This is the sequel to the earlier, “Finding Nemo.”  Fish stories all!  Dory is a little Blue 

Tang fish with short term memory problems.  I recommend the movie.  It is a sweet story 

about family, grace, and finding your way home.   
  

If you don’t want to hear details of the film … skip ahead now to the Prayer List. 
  

Dory was separated from her parents as a child.  She just wandered away and then 

couldn’t remember the way home.  Dory’s parents had taught Dory that if she couldn’t 

remember the way home she could follow the path of shells they had arranged in the 

sand for her.  In the film we see that her parents have spent the intervening years, since 

Dory went missing, laying out lines of shells in every direction from their home.  A view 

from overhead showed the lines of shells in a starburst going out from their home.  And 

when Dory finds them, after many years, they have their fins full of shells they had 

gathered that day.  They’ve been spending every day … for years … laying out the “way 

home” for Dory. 
  

Jessie commented, “I’ll never look at a shell in the sand the same way again.”  Indeed. 
  

I couldn’t help but reflect on how diligently our Great God has worked to show us the 

Way home!  Even, to go so far as to send His Son, our Lord Jesus, from Glory to earth, 

to show us the Way home.   And then laying out “shell-after-shell” in His Word.  One 

Bible teaching & promise after another.  Inspiring it … guiding it’s translation from 

language to language … protecting it from errors … preserving it through years of hand 

copying.  His Word … the Bible … the Holy Bible … is not just a book of ancient 

writings.  These aren’t just words of some old writers.  These are the living words of 

God.  The pages of our Bibles are warm with the breath of God.  This isn’t just good 

advice … it is the Way home.  Let’s face it!  We’re lost!  Like Adam and Eve so many 

years ago … we inherited a rebellious spirit and wandered away … far away … from 

God.  And oh the price we’ve paid!  And oh the price our nation is paying today!  And oh 

the price the world is paying! 
  

Violence.  Hatred.  Anger.  Brokenness.  Run amok consumerism.  Out of control sexual 

appetites twisted in all sorts of perversions.  Loneliness in the midst of a crowd.  Human 

life devalued.  So far from “home.”  Lost. 
  

But God through Jesus beckons!  Come Home!  And His Word … shows the Way! 
  

The Way home is a journey … a lifetime journey.  Even after all these years … years 

making a living teaching the Bible … I’m still growing.  The Bible still reveals new truth to 



me.  Old passages that I’ve read hundreds of times continue to open truth.  “Shell by 

shell” I’m finding my way home. 
  

In my first pastorate in North Liberty, IN, Deacon Grant Steele was a mentor & special 

friend.  Grant lived his faith.  Grant loved his church and God’s Word.  I’ll never forget 

the time, at age 90, when he made an appointment to stop by my Study.  He was all 

excited about a Bible study on Romans he was taking in a District event.  He gushed like 

a school boy as he shared new insights from the Word.  These were verses that he had 

read and studied and even taught through the years.  But he was excited, to the point of 

giddiness, at new insights!  As a young minister I thought, “That’s the attitude towards 

the Bible I want to have for my whole life!” 
  

Feeling lost today?  Missing home?  Your heavenly Father is calling you home.  And His 

Word is the “shell path” you’ve been searching for.  Get back into His Word.  Begin to 

read His promises.  Or begin again.  Hear Him speaking to you.  Find guidance for life, 

comfort for trouble, answers for questions, clarity for fogginess.  Make it a daily 

discipline.  Pick up a devotional with a daily verse.  Find a ‘through-the-Bible’ reading 

plan.  Make a new commitment to attend a Sunday School class.  Join a Bible Study 

group.  Install a “verse-a-day” app on your phone or computer.  Just begin to find the 

Way home … one “shell” at a time. 
  

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness….”   2 Timothy 3:16 NIV 
  

“Your word is like a lamp for my feet and a light for my path, 
 
it shows how life should be 

lived.”  Psalm 119:105 EXB 
  

Remember this old hymn? 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling for you and for me.  See on the portals He’s waiting 

and watching, Watching for you and for me.  Come home.  Come home.  You who are weary 

come home.  Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, ‘O sinner, come home!’ 
  

Why should we tarry when jesus is pleading?  Pleading for you and for me.  Why should we linger 

and heed not His mercies, mercies for you and for me.  Come home.  Come home.  You who are 

weary come home.  Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, ‘O sinner, come home!’ 
  

Time is now fleeting; the moments are passing, Passing from you and from me.  Shadows are 

gathering, death’s night is coming, Coming for you and for me.  Come home.  Come home.  You 

who are weary come home.  Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, ‘O sinner, come home!’ 
  

O for the wonderful love He has promised, promised for you and for me!  Though we have 

sinned, He has mercy and pardon, Pardon for you and for me.  Come home.  Come home.  You 

who are weary come home.  Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, ‘O sinner, come home!’ 
  
Words & music by Will L. Thompson.  Public domain. 
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