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Destination… 
 
We’ve just returned from a long weekend visit to Indiana.  From 1983 -1991 we served 

the North Liberty Church of the Brethren as my first full-time pastorate.  We love the 

folks there!  I was “green as grass” and they were understanding and patient with my 

lack of experience.  I commuted back and forth to Chicago (2 hour drive one-way) for the 

first two years as I finished seminary.  Jessie & John were born there.  I was ordained 

there.  The Lord blessed the ministry and the church grew and we undertook a major 

building project.  Jim & Nancy McBride understood that we were a long way from home 

& family and adopted us into their family.  That’s where we spent holidays and birthdays, 

Super Bowl parties and summer picnics.  They became our “parents away from home,” 

and for Jes & John “grandparents away from home.”  On Saturday Jim & Nancy’s 

children hosted a 60th anniversary party for them and it was a great honor and a lot of 

fun to be there to celebrate with them! 

  

For Jes it was a sentimental journey “home.”  For six year old Jericho it was a great 

adventure.  We stayed in Indiana Amish country (Shipshewana) and it was interesting to 

try to explain Amish culture to him.  Especially … when after explaining that the Amish 

don’t drive cars or have TV or electricity … there was a large group of Amish in the hotel 

lobby on Sunday evening to watch the basketball game on TV! 

  

Most of us are familiar these days with GPS (Global Positioning System) that can help 

us find our way to a destination.  I have a unit, brand named Magellan, that Cathy not-

so-affectionately calls “Maggie.”  I think Cathy doesn’t like Maggie because she is 

frustrated that I won’t listen to her directions when traveling but I’ll listen to another 

female … Maggie!  Just a hunch on my part. 

  

Jes’ GPS is on her ‘phone’ … which she uses for everything but making phone calls.  So 

when traveling with Jes I just let her phone GPS guide us.  “Turn left in one mile.”  

“When possible make a U-turn.”  “You have reached your destination.”  We don’t always 

realize how much the little ones are taking in when we are busy with things like finding 

the hotel. 

  

On Saturday afternoon we were driving to the anniversary party.  Jes was using her 

GPS to guide us.  Jericho had taken a little snooze while we were driving and awoke as 

we were driving down some beautiful Indiana country roads.  He woke up … looked 

around … and announced … “Have we reached our destination?” 

  



Did you know that we all have a GPS?  “God’s Positioning System.”  It’s called the 

Bible.  Many of the problems in our lives … in our families … in our country … even in 

our churches … could be averted if we would pay closer attention to our GPS.  God’s 

Word will tell us to “turn here” or “avoid that” and when we get off course God’s GPS will 

tell us to “make a U-turn.” 

  

Unfortunately today some don’t understand or have never been taught the truth about 

the Bible.  Some see it as just another dusty ancient book.  Some don’t understand the 

miracle that the Bible is!  How miraculously the writers were inspired!  The transmission, 

translation, preservation, protection … all incredible miracles!  I hear some Christians 

who mistakenly attribute more “value” to Jesus’ words in Scripture than to Paul’s or 

John’s or James’ words.  I hear some who feel the Bible is outdated and must be 

reinterpreted for our new day.  One denomination declares, “God is still speaking!”  And 

my answer is, “Yes absolutely!  And He still is teaching the same timeless truth His Word 

has always proclaimed, as fresh and new for today as ever.” 

  

We are all on a lifetime journey.  There are often conflicting “directions” that are available 

to us.  There are “roadblocks” and “detours” and “road hazards” along our way.  But 

God’s GPS … His Word … the Bible … will always see us safely to our destination if we 

will trust and obey! 

  

“I want to know Christ better. Yes, I want to know the power that raised Him from the dead. 

I want to join Him in his sufferings. I want to become like Him by sharing in His 

death. 
 
Then by God’s grace I will rise from the dead. I have not yet received all these 

things. I have not yet reached my goal. Christ Jesus took hold of me so that I could reach 

that goal. So I keep pushing myself forward to reach it. Brothers and sisters, I don’t 

consider that I have taken hold of it yet. But here is the one thing I do. I forget what is 

behind me. I push hard toward what is ahead of me. I push myself forward toward the goal 

to win the prize. God has appointed me to win it. The heavenly prize is Christ Jesus 

Himself.”   Philippians 3:10-14 NIrV 

  

The contemporary song made popular by Michael W. Smith, “Ancient Words,” says it so 

well: 

Holy words long preserved, For our walk in this world, They resound with God's own heart 

Oh, let the Ancient words impart.   
 

Words of Life, words of Hope, Give us strength, help me cope, In this world, where e'er we roam 

Ancient words will guide us Home. 
 

[Chorus]  Ancient words ever true, Changing me, and changing you, We have come with open 

hearts, Oh let the ancient words impart. 
 

Holy words of our Faith, Handed down to this age, Came to us through sacrifice, 

Oh heed the faithful words of Christ. 

Songwriters: FREEMAN, RONNIE C. JR. / WOOD, TONY W. 
Ancient Words lyrics © Universal Music Publishing Group    CCLI #402157 
  



Have we reached our destination?  Not yet … but our Lord through His Word is clearly, 

safely, securely guiding us home! 

  
  

Pastor Larry <>< 

  


