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"Let us start rebuilding!" (Nehemiah 2:18 NIV) Nehemiah was a Jewish 

boy who had been born and raised in Persia... in Jewish exile. God had 

allowed generations of Jews to be exiled from their home as punishment 

for the nation's turning from God. But now some Jews had been allowed 

back to the Holy Land. They found the Holy City of Jerusalem, including 

the Jewish Temple in ruins. Nehemiah, who had a good job in the king's 

court, would often inquire about the Holy City. The Lord laid upon his heart 

the call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. His plan included tears & 

repentance for the sin of Israel; prayer & fasting for God's help; gathering 

resources, and recruiting workers (see Nehemiah 2 & 3). With his fine 

leadership he rallied the people around the cry, "Let us start the 

rebuilding!" We as a Church Family have been in exile. The corona virus 

has driven us from our church. We've struggled thru weeks of being 

separated as a Family of Faith! But it's time brothers & sisters! It's time! 



Time for tears & repentance for sin; time for fasting & prayer; time for 

gathering resources; time to rally around the cry, "Let us start the 

rebuilding!" Your Nehemiah Team has prepared a plan and presented that 

to the Board for approval. I can't share the date yet until approved, but if 

this plan is approved the time to offer a live worship service again is just 

around the corner. If approved we will begin to meet for worship again in a 

"first step" arrangement that will be a little different. It will require some 

sacrifice on all our parts. Not everyone will feel ready to gather yet, 

understandably so, and so the plan absolutely calls for our continuing our 

on-line service. (Be clear, it's not a "right" or "wrong" decision, but some 

will and some won't be ready to gather for worship again for many, many 

different reasons!) We are following recommended guidance from the 

government for churches to begin gathering again, including input from a 

state-wide conference call that state church leaders had with the 

governor's office. We have been in discussion with other churches, 

denominations, government officials with COVID-19 expertise. We are 

working thru a myriad of details. It's not as easy as throwing a light switch 

back on! There are resources to gather, and details to work out. But like 

Nehemiah, we are working toward a goal. We covet your prayers. "Let us 

start the rebuilding!" 
 
  


