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Looking for something good to watch during Quarantine days? May I 

recommend "The Chosen" the new TV series on the life of Christ. Season 

one just completed is available on-line and as DVD. It is wonderfully and 

beautifully done. The producers take the Scripture account of Jesus' life 

and fill in the story. They are very faithful to the Bible. My one caution, as 

with all such undertakings, is that we not confuse Biblical truth with the 

author's imagined additions. It takes some discernment to be able to 

differentiate Biblical truth and art. But with that caution... I highly 

recommend! I have been especially intrigued by their portrayal of the 

Apostle Matthew, whom they portray as a young autistic Jewish man with 

Asperger's Syndrome. While the Bible certainly doesn't say this, it makes 

sense, fits what we know, and is powerfully portrayed. When Jesus calls 

Matthew to "Follow me!" the Apostle Peter is upset. "I don't get it!" Jesus 

reminds Peter that he didn't "get it" when Jesus called him either. "But this 



is different!" Peter insists. And here's the line I love.  Jesus smiles at Peter 

and says, "Get used to different." In these days in which we are living I 

think I can hear Jesus saying to us, "Get used to different!" Ground 

shaking shifts in "normal" are... well... normal! When Israel was taken into 

exile, when Rome overtook Israel, when the reformation unfolded, when 

our Brethren ancestors left Europe for America, when we faced the Civil 

War, World Wars I & II, the Great Depression... I could go on. You could 

add others. There are those times in life when everything changes. This 

season we are living through has the potential to be one of those times. 

Some things that we so took for granted might never be exactly as they 

were. You protest to Larry... and to the Lord... "But I don't like it!" Jesus 

says, "Get used to different!" But here's the good news! Even when 

everything else seems to change around us... our God is the constant. 

And His Word. Never changing. Dependable. Faithful. Love. Grace. 

Struggling with different? Lean on the Unchangeable One & His unfailing 

Word! "I the Lord do not change." (Malachi 3:6) "The Word of our God will 

stand forever." (Psalm 119:89). 

 

Pastor Larry <>< 


