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Recently I had to call into action my resident splinter remover... my 

daughter Jes. She's good! I had this little guy in the side of my heel. I 

could go for days and not notice anything at all. Then I'd step on it just 

right and...... ow! Like an icepick going thru my foot! There was no way I 

could twist, turn, and get my foot up enough to see myself and work on it. 

So Dr. Jes saved the day! I expected to see this major thing. Instead no, it 

was just a tiny thing. Sure caused a lot of grief for being so little.  

The Apostle Paul wrote about his "thorn in the flesh." Scholars have 

written volumes speculating on what Paul's "thorn" really was. Truth is he 

doesn't tell us. But he does tell us, "To keep me from being conceited 

because of these exceedingly great revelations, there was given me a 

thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me." (2 Corinthians 

12:7 NIV) Paul, a man of great trust and faith, prayed and prayed for God 



to remove the thorn. God said "no." "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness." (2 Corinthian 12:9 NIV). Have you 

been praying and praying for this quarantine mess to be over? has this 

stress been a thorn in your side? What if God is saying, "Dear child of 

mine, I have you right where I want you now. Learn patience. Learn trust. 

Depend not on your own ability but on my strength. I will provide 

everything necessary for you to represent me well in this season of 

uncertainty." Paul went on to say that he "delighted" in the problem! I'll be 

honest, I'm not yet "delighting" in quarantine days! I can be a slow learner 

sometimes! But I am seeking, trying, yearning to understand this "thorn" 

and depend more, and more on Him. You? 
 

 Blessings, Pastor Larry <>< 


